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endel is feeling very annoyed and
| V ‘ frustrated. You see, Mendel’s par-

ents had asked him to help out
by playing a game with his little sister who
was very bored; while his parents took

care of an urgent matter that had come
up and had to be dealt with.

Mendel, not wanting to play the game
with her, unfortunately did something he
shouldn’t have and didn’t play with her.
His little sister therefore was constantly
kvetching to her parents and prevented
them from accomplishing that which
needed to be done. Now, several hours
later, Mendels parents aren’t very happy
with him and Mendel is sitting on his bed
feeling very guilty and frustrated at him-
self. Mendel is annoyed that he didn’t
listen to his parents, however he doesn’t
want to apologize as he’s in a bad mood.
Mendel is thinking to himself how today
really hasn’t been a successful day in the
regard of serving Hashem properly.

The phone rings. His friend Berel is on
the line. “Hey, I’'m going on Mivtzoim in
twenty minutes. Do you want to come
with me?”

Mendel hesitates. Mendel is faced with a
real hard decision. On the one hand, Men-
del isn’t feeling in a very positive Chas-
sidisher mood at the moment. He’s not
even apologized to his parents yet! How-
ever the situation is that his friend

is asking him to go on Mivtzoim and he
knows that the right thing to do is to go
on Mivtzoim. Then again, he thinks to
himself,”I’m anyway not being a good boy
today, maybe | should just stay at home
and not go on Mivtzoim.”

Do you think Mendel should listen to this
voice in his head telling him not to go on
Mivtzoim?

Let’s try and find out from our Sedra, the
Sedra of Teruma, what the Torah had to
say on the matter. Should Mendel go on
Mivtzoim, even though he isn’t having the
best day today; even though he has done
things wrong for which he hasn’t done
Teshuva yet?

In this week’s Sedra we learn about the
making of the Mishkan. Moshe Rabeinu
tells the Yidden “Listen up my special
people, | need you to bring a bunch of
different materials for the Mishkan-this
wonderful special house we will be build-
ing for Hashem right here in the desert.”

He then goes on to tell them what
types of metals will be needed. What
were they? Gold silver and copper.

Hey, hold it, Copper?! Why would
they need copper in a Mishkan?

DVAR TORAH - 16 6 i



-_n':

LSS

——

_q__
e

——

s ——

|

very pretty. | really get and under-
stand why Hashem wants Gold in
the Mishkan. Gold is precious and
beautiful. Gold is an awesome metal
with which to make a Mishkan for
Hashem. In fact, do you know that
the cups they used to give the ani-
mals to drink in the Beis Hamikdash
were made of gold! It makes you
wonder all the more why everything
in the Mishkan wasn’t made of gold!
Why be cheap and use copper?

Silver is also a very precious metal.
In fact that’s why many people’s
Shabbos candlesticks are made out
of silver. Why do they make candle-
sticks out of silver? Because silver
is a precious and beautiful metal.
Therefore | also understand why they
used silver in the Mishkan.

However what | don’t understand, is
why they used copper in the Mish-
kan. Copper is not a very precious
metal nor is it very beautiful. So
what was copper doing in the Mish-
kan? Use gold, use silver, but why
copper?!

We will understand this better by under-
standing what gold, silver and copper are
in terms of our Avodas Hashem. Let’s
start with silver.

Silver refers to the Avoda of Tzaddi-
kim. What do Tzaddikim do? They serve
Hashem day in day out. What has the
Avoda of Tzaddikim got to do with silver?
Silver is the standard currency to use
for buying most things. When you go
to the store to buy groceries what bills
would you want to bring with you to pay?
If you bring hundred dollar bills it will be
very difficult to pay with them because
the cashier will have to give you so much
change. On the other hand if you pay with
dimes and nickels and quarters it will be
very inconvenient to count out fifteen

or twenty dollars worth of quarters! You
would want five ten and twenty dollar
bills. Somewhere in the middle. Not too
valuable and not too valueless!

The same was true with silver in the times
of old. Silver in contrast to gold or copper
was a very good way of paying for day to
day expenses. That was the primary and
standard way of paying in the store.

Therefore silver refers to the Avoda of a
tzaddik who does Mitzvos day in day out,
rain or shine. He wakes up in the morning
and Davens and learns; he loves Hashem
and never even has a desire to do an
Aveiro. Just like silver is the most useful
currency to use when buying, so too the
main and most simple way to serve
and “pay” Hashem is through our
constant fulfilling of Hashems To-
rah and Mitzvos. Every day, all day. No
Aveiros, just pure good..

However we do know, that if a person




does Chas V’shalom do an Aveiro he

has the opportunity to fix it up! Do you
know what that is called? It’s called doing
Teshuva. It actually says in the Gemara,
that a person who does Teshuva for his
Aveiros- a Baal Teshuva, is even greater
than a Tzaddik!

A Baal Teshuva therefore is compa-
rable to gold. It’s not the regular way a
Yid is supposed to serve Hashem be-
cause really a Yid should never do Aveiros,
however if a Yid does happen to do an
Aveiro and he does Teshuva, that’s even
more precious to Hashem than a Tzaddik
who never tasted what an Aveiro is like.
That’s why the Avoda of a Baal Teshuva is
like gold. It’s more precious to Hashem
than the regular, consistent Avoda of

a Tzaddik which is compared to silver.

Copper however refers to the Avoda of
a person who isn’t even a Baal Teshuva.
He is still doing Aveiros and hasn’t yet
done Teshuva. Nevertheless that doesn’t
take away from the importance of the
Mitzvos that he does. Every Mitzva, even
one done by a Rasha, is super important
and special to Hashem.

Now Hashem said to Moshe Rabeinu,
“You know Moshe Rabeinu, please tell the
Yidden that | want Gold, silver and cop-
per in my Mishkan and Beis Hamikdash.

| want the Avoda and Mitzvos of every
single Jew, whether he be the greatest
silver Tzaddik, a golden Baal Teshuva or
even the copper Rosha. Why? Because
every good thing a person does, counts!”

he truth is that even inside us, there

are times when we act like a Tzad-

dik, times when we act like a Baal
Teshuva and even times when we act a
little bit like a Rasha.

There are days that we daven well, learn
solidly and act really kindly to everyone
around us. We feel so happy and proud
with the way that we are serving Hashem.
That’s our Tzaddik mode. Silver special
stuff!

Then there are times when we stumble
and do things wrong. Maybe we said an
unkind word to a friend or refused to

share our toys or time with our siblings.
Then we apologize; we do Teshuva. Those
are our Baal Teshuva moments. Really
golden moments actually!

And finally there are the moments when
we do something wrong and we haven’t
yet corrected the not good that we have
done. Just like Mendel who didn’t play
with his sister and hasn’t yet apologized
to his parents yet. Perhaps we are still
angry and annoyed and haven’t cooled
down yet and that’s why we haven’t done
Teshuva yet; we haven’t fixed up the not
good that we have done.




The natural reaction in those situations is
to say to oneself, “I'm having such a bad
day, | don’t feel like doing any good at all
today. Tomorrow will be better, but to-
day is just terrible. I'm not going to go on
Mivtzoim.”

Nevertheless Hashem also wants our
copper in order to make a house for
himself. Even when we have stumbled
and haven’t yet done Teshuva, that
shouldn’t stop us from doing another
Mitzva and bringing Moshiach closer!

Obviously we don’t ever want to see situ-
ations where Yidden have not done Tes-
huva for misdeeds that they have done.
Nevertheless if it does occur that Yidden
haven’t done Teshuva yet, that shouldn’t
stop them from doing Mitzvos. Every Yid

even if they are having copper moments
can still help to make Hashems Mishkan!
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In this week’s Sedra we learn about the building of a

special house for Hashem. This house was called the

. In order to have what to build the

Mishkan with, Hashem asked the Yidden to bring all
sorts of materials.

Among the materials that Hashem asked to be donated
were Gold, silver and . The question
is why was copper used in the Mishkan? Copperisn’t a
very precious metal nor is it very useful, so if we have
the option of using gold or silver, why would Hashem

specifically want to use copper?

The answer will become clear when we know what Gold,
silver and copper signify.

Being that silver is somewhat valuable, in times of
old, it was the standard way of paying for goods. Silver
therefore represents the Avoda of , that
serve Hashem in the regular standard way. That is
the way that Hashem wants to be served in general;
through the regular day-to-day performance of Mitzvos.
No
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Gold on the other hand is too to be used
practically for buying our day to day needs. Gold
therefore refers to the Avoda of a Baal
Even though Hashem doesn’t want a person to sin,
when a person does sin and afterwards does Teshuva
that is very precious to Hashem, even more than the
Avoda of a . Its super valuable. However
it’s not the standard way Hashem wants to be served.
Hashem doesn’t want people to do at all.

Copper refers to the Avoda of a that hasn’t
done Teshuva on his Aveiros. It isn’t valuable nor is it
the standard way of serving Hashem. Nevertheless
Hashem tells the Yidden”l want your copper!” because

even the Mitzvos done by a Rasha are important in
making a Mishkan for







