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oday we are going to talk about
Tnoise. Noise usually is a distur-

bance. For example if you are trying
to do your homework and your brother is

playing loud music that will disturb your
ability to concentrate and focus.

However today we are going to focus on a
good type of noisiness.

When the Kohen Gadol would go into the
Kodesh in order to offer up the Ketores
and light the Menora, there was a Mitzva
that the Kohen Gadol wear bells attached
to the bottom of his Me’il- the robe the
Kohen Gadol wore. These bells would
jingle as he walked and would make a lot
of noise.

The question is asked, why does

the Kohen Gadol have to wear noisy
bells? In fact, generally we find that
the correct way to serve Hashem is

not through being showy and noisy
but rather to act with Aidelkeit and
Tznius? So what’s the story with
these bells?

he Ramban (Who was a Rishon and
Tlived in the 13" century) suggests as

follows. This is how it goes. When
you go to your siblings room and you
want to tell your brother or sister some-
thing, in order not to shock or surprise
them, what do you do? You knock on
the door. That way they know that you’re
outside and you won’t give them a shock.
That’s the respectful way of doing things.

Even if your brother expects you; and he
is waiting for you to come to his room, it’s
still the respectful thing to do, to knock
before you come in.

The same thing is true with the Kohen
Gadol. When the Kohen Gadol goes into
the Kodesh, as a sign of respect, he lets
Hashem know that he is coming in. He
does this by wearing bells which make
noise. Even though Hashem knows every-
thing and Hashem knows that the Kohen
Gadol is coming, it is still respectful to let
Hashem know that he is coming.

This is the reason that the Ramban gives,
to explain why the Kohen Gadol wears
these noisy bells.

However we are left with one problem.
This explanation doesn’t answer why the
Kohen Gadol wore the bells once he’s
already inside the Kodesh? It answers
why he wears them as he enters, because
before you come into someone’s room,

DVAR TORAH - 16 6 |8
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you knock on the door in order to let them
know that you are there. But to continue
to make noise when you are already in
someone’s room that itself is disrespect-
full

For the Kohen Gadol to make noise while
already in the Kodesh, in front of Hashem,
is like saying “l am here, pay attention

to me!” That seemingly is not the right
attitude to have when you are coming
before Hashem! A Yid is supposed to have
Bittul. Bittul means that instead of focus-
ing and being aware of one’s own desires
and needs, he chooses instead to focus
on Hashem, to be aware of Him and to

be dedicated to fulfilling what Hashem
wants. Now if the Kohen Gadol, while
inside the Kodesh, wore bells on his Me'il
that make noise, that is the opposite of
Bittul!

e will answer this question by
first understanding who the Ko-
hen Gadol is representing when

he goes into the Kodesh.

When the Kohen Gadol goes into the
Kodesh to serve Hashem, he is the Shl-
iach of the entire Jewish people. Since all
the Yidden can’t come inside the Kodesh
to serve Hashem, the Kohen Gadol enters,
serving as their Shliach, and it’s as if all
the Yidden went inside to serve Hashem.

That means, that he not only represents

Tzaddikim - Yidden who learn lots of
Torah and do many Mitzvos and are
already in the habit of doing good and
have never done an avaira, but rather he
also is coming in on behalf of the Yidden
who are Baalei Teshuva - who are not in
the habit of always doing Mitzvos. In fact
many times Baalei Teshuva are used to
doing Aveiros and it’s very tough for them
to serve Hashem!

Whenever someone gets into a habit,
such as sucking their thumb or biting their
nails; it can be very difficult to stop!

The same is true with Baalei Teshuva. You
see, Baalei Teshuva were often brought
up not eating kosher, not davening with a
minyan and doing many things that aren’t
healthy for a Yiddishe Neshama. When
they decide to start keeping Torah and
Mitzvos, it can be very difficult for them
to all of a sudden get into the habit of liv-
ing a life the way Hashem wants them to.
They have to rip themselves away from
their Aveiros and run towards Hashem!

There’s a story with the Baal Shem Tov,
that someone asked him, why do Chassi-
dim get so excited when they Daven; why
do they make such wild movements?!

The Baal Shem Tov answered him with a
Moshel. “Have you ever seen a man who
is drowning? He will flail around, scream-
ing and shouting and begging for people
to come and save him! The same is true
with a Yid davening. He is begging for
Hashem to help him out; that he should
have the energy and ability to serve




Hashem properly. In fact, he considers his
Avodas Hashem so important, that it is a
life and death matter to him!”

The same is true with a Baal Teshuva.

A Baal Teshuva is running away from a
lifestyle that he is not happy with. He is
not happy with all the negative things he
is involved with and he does not want to
separate himself from Hashem.

He wants so much to be connected to
Hashem. However since he has gotten
used to all sorts of negative behaviors, it is
terribly difficult for him.

Therefore his Avodas Hashem is very
noisy. He is screaming inside, “I must get
away from this terrible situation where |
am separated from Hashem, | want to
serve Hashem and be closer to him!”

Since the Kohen Gadol represents ev-
ery Yid, also Baalei Teshuva, not just

the Tzaddikim, he therefore has to wear
bells at the bottom of his robe. True, they
struggle with bad stuff and they therefore
are at the bottom of the Me’il but never-
theless since the Kohen Gadol represents
every single Yid he must wear the noisy
Baal Teshuva bells! In fact if the Kohen
Gadol does the Avoda without the bells
on his Me’il he can be punished very se-
verely!

This is the reason why the Kohen Gadol
has to wear bells even while serving inside
the Kodesh. Since he is also a representa-
tive of the Baalei Teshuva, whos Avoda is
with noise, therefore the Kohen Gadol’s

Avoda is also done with noise.

Every single person, has particular Mitzvos
which he finds easier and others which

he finds harder to do. A person can find
getting up and Davening with a minyan
very easy. He does it on auto pilot. It is so
natural and easy for him. However when it
comes to having Ahavas Yisroel he strug-
gles tremendously. Every time something
doesn’t go the way he would like it to, he
flies off his handle and goes into a rage!

So in the regard of waking up in the
morning he is a Tzaddik. It is an easy quiet
Avoda. However his Avoda with regards to
having Ahavas Yisroel is a noisy struggle.
He has to fight and battle for control over
his anger. Like a Baal Teshuva.

Now the areas of a persons’ Avodas
Hashem which require struggle, can cause
a person to become sad. He can say
sometimes to himself, “I want to serve
Hashem. Why can’t things be easy for
me? Why do | have to struggle so much?”

However when the Kohen Gadol goes into
the Kodesh he is also representing the
people who struggle. This therefore teach-
es us that we shouldn’t be disheartened

if our Avodas Hashem doesn’t always go
smoothly and quietly; without any fuss.

It too is an Avoda that is taken into the
Kodesh with the Kohen Gadol! Even when
you struggle, Hashem wants your Avoda!
Hashem doesn’t only care about the
perfect smooth Avoda of Tzaddikim! In
fact if the Kohen Gadol would leave our
struggling Baal Teshuva - like moments




behind, he would be Chayav Misa! If he
leaves the Baal Teshuva bells behind, it’s
bye bye time to the Kohen Gadol! That’s
how important our noisy struggles are to
Hashem!

Until now we have discussed the noise
that comes from our internal struggles;
with the Yetzer Hara within.

However in the times we find ourselves
presently, at the very end of Golus ,when
we see so much darkness around us, the
bells also teach us a lesson about how
to combat the darkness we find around
ourselves in the world at large.

The bottom of the Me’il refers to the low-
est spiritual times, the time right before
the Geula, and it is specifically there that
the bells are found. What does that teach
us? It teaches us that Yiddishkiet that we
are involved with, needs to be done with a
lot of noise; with a Shturem!

In general, the way that Yidden served
Hashem was always with Tznius and Aid-
elkeit, in a quiet refined manner. However
nowadays when we find in the world such
Chutzpah and Klipa in the streets, com-
pletely open with no shame, the way we
have to combat the darkness is through

a Shturem of Kedusha! We do Mitzvos
and go on Mivtzoim with our heads held
high, with pride and with lots of noise! We
are letting the world know that there is an
Aibishter and He wants us to serve him!




WORKSHEET

In this week’s Sedra the Torah tells us that when the
Kohen Gadol goes into the Kodesh to do the Avoda

he must wear on the bottom of his robe.
The question is asked, why is it so important that the
wear these bells?

One answer that is given is that the noise created by
the bells is like asking from Hashem to enter
his Kodesh, much like before you go into
someone’s room.

However this only answers why he wears the bells as he

the Kodesh. What it does not answer, is why
he wears them when he is in the Kodesh?

You would think that wearing noisy bells while in the
Kodesh is actually disrespectful!

The Rebbe explains that when the Kohen Gadol enters
the to serve Hashem, he is bringing with
him into the Kodesh, all the Yidden he is representing,
in order to serve Hashem.

The bells that the Kohen Gadol wears on his robe,

represent the whos service
of Hashem is done with noise. Just like we find by
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someone who’s running away from danger, that they
scream and shout; so too Baalei Teshuva - who struggle
with the spiritually dangerous Aveiros that they are
used to and are desparate to run away from them - are
represented by noisy

This is why the Kohen Gadol has to wear the bells. If
the Kohen Gadol would not wear the bells he wouldn’t
be doing his job properly; as he is not representing the

whole Jewish people; he is leaving behind the Baalei

Teshuva who struggle to serve Hashem. Since these
struggles are very to Hashem they can’t be

left behind. That is why the Kohen Gadol must wear the
bells.







