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ave you ever spent a lot of time
making a jigsaw puzzle only to dis-
cover that you’re missing a piece?

How did you feel? Did you feel very
frustrated? It can be very annoy-

ing when that happens, because you
really want the puzzle to be whole, but
without that last piece the puzzle will for-
ever be incomplete! You feel such a desire
to just find that last little piece and finish
off the puzzle already!

In this week’s Sedra we also learn about
an incomplete ‘something’, but instead

of it being an unpleasant experience (like
losing a piece of jigsaw), we are going to
discover some goodness that comes from
being incomplete! | know that sounds
strange. How could anything positive
come from being incomplete? Well, let’s
figure it out together. Here it goes!

So Hashem comes to Moshe and tells him
that he wants to count the Yidden. How is
Moshe going to count the Yidden? Every
Yid has to give half a shekel to Moshe
Rabeinu and then when Moshe Rabeinu
counts the Shekalim he will know how
many Yidden there are! Sounds simple
enough. Doesn’t seem like there’s any is-
sues with that.
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Except, that every other time
that people give items to the Beis
Hamikdash we find an empha-
sis on perfection. You would like
to bring a Korban for Hashem?
The animal has to be perfect, no
blemishes. You're a Kohen and you
want to work in the Beis Hamik-
dash? You have to be perfect, with
no blemishes. You want to bring
wine or flour for a Korban and
make it holy? You need to fill up
the container to the top; it has to
be full, otherwise it won't become
holy.

All of sudden when it comes to
counting the Yidden, Hashem says
to Moshe, “The Yidden can’t bring a
full shekel, only half!” What’s good
about being a half? Why should we

be giving only halves?!

If that’s not puzzling and inter-
esting enough, we find another
special Halocha by the giving of
half a shekel, that we don’t find by
any other Mitzva.

By the general Mitzva of Tzedoka,
we don't find that there's an
emphasis on giving all the money
you set aside for Tzedoka all at
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once. In actual fact it’s better to do
more giving, and give a little bit
every day than just giving once,
a large lump sum. That's why the
Rebbe told us to put a penny in
the Pushka every day. Why not
just give once a year a large sum
of money? Because if we give
often, it trains us to be givers,
besides of course for the obvious;
ensuring that poor people get the
money they need; which happens
whether you give in a lump sum
or in installments.

That’s what we find by the Mitzva
of Tzedoka. It’s better to give little
sums more often than lots in one go,
less often.

However by the giving of the half
shekel, the Torah tells us you have to
give it in one shot, no installments!

Now if in the Mitzva of Machtzis
Hashekel we are all for being in-
complete, and you must give half
shekalim, why must you give the half
a shekel all in one shot? Why can’t
you give the half a shekel in install-
ments? Why are we all of a sud-
den so rigid and picky about being
wholesome and giving the whole
shekel in one shot?

he answer lies within the under-
Tstanding, that the half a shekel

that’s given, represents the Yid
that’s giving it. After all, that’s how each

person is being counted, through the coin
he is giving.

AYid must realize that he is only a half
and the Aibishter is his other half. Why is
that? Why are we in fact a half? How do
we know? Because you see, in Tanya it
explains how a Yid is a piece of the Ai-
bishter and is really one with Hashem in
such a tight and special way that there is
no separation between a Yid and Hash-
em. That’s how close the Neshama and
Hashem are to each other; like two halves
of a single coin.

However, when the Yid goes into this
world and sees itself as something sepa-
rate from Hashem, it feels like only half,
it’s no longer one with Hashem the way it
used to be.

Do you remember we talked about the
jigsaw puzzle that was missing a piece?
Do you remember the feeling of frustra-
tion we discussed, of needing that one
last piece to finish the puzzle?

Well that feeling is also felt by the Yid
down here in this world. The Yid so des-
perately wants to become one again with
Hashem! That’s why so many Yidden
over the generations have given up their
lives Al Kiddush Hashem! Because Yid-




den want to be one with Hashem to such
a great degree, if someone says to them,
either serve Avoda Zara or die, they tell
that someone, “No! | don’t want to be
separate from Hashem. | am a half with-
out Hashem! | want to be whole! There’s
no way I’m going to serve Avoda Zara and
stay in my halfness! He is ready to totally
give up his life for Hashem with no com-
promises whatsoever!

Now we can understand why on the one
hand the shekel needs to be half and the
other hand it needs to be given in one go.
When a Yid feels he’s a half, and without
Hashem he will never be complete, that’s
when he will give himself over to Hashem
all at once, like by the half a shekel that

is given all at once! Because he is a half
that’s why there’s a complete giving and
devotion!

If a Yid feels himself to be a special com-
plete person without Hashem, he won’t
be dedicated completely to Hashem. He
will say, “I'm complete already, | don’t
need to serve Hashem.”

That’s why it’s so important to feel like a
half. Thinking of oneself as a half creates a
tresnendous passionate feeling of wanting
to be one with Hashem again. That can
fuel a person’s Avoda in such a power-

ful way! For example, imagine not seeing
your parents for such a long time! That
only increases the desire and homesick-
ness to see your parents, and will make
you work even harder in order to make
sure you can see them again! That’s the
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advantage inherent in being incomplete!
It creates a desire and a fire you never
knew you had!

| told you we would discover something
positive about being incomplete!

By the way, what were the half sheka-

lim used for? Do you know? They were
used to buy the public Korbanos for the
year. Korban comes from the word Kiruv
which means to come close. Korbanos
are all about coming close. Can you guess
who we are coming close to? That’s right!
Hashem! That’s the whole idea of Korba-
nos.

What does this teach us?

t teaches us that the understanding that

we are a half without Hashem, actually

‘so to speak’, funds’ and provides the
energy for our coming close to Hashem!
If you're thirsty, you work hard to find
water! If you aren’t, why would you work
hard to find water?! Same here, if you are
thirsty for Hashem because you feel like a
half, you will do what it takes to become
whole, with complete dedication. If you
feel quenched and whole, uh, what exact-
ly will be motivating you to have a com-
plete devotion to Hashem. If you aren’t
broken, what will you be looking to fix!

Let’s give an example of a situation where
we can choose to feel like a whole or a
half and how they may affect the way we
act.




Let’s talk about wanting Moshiach. You
have a Yid who is Boruch Hashem learn-
ing Torah doing Mitzvos, keeping Halocha,
doing spiritually great on all fronts! He
feels like a whole. After all, he's a mensch-
he treats people with respect; he’s a
frum-he does what Hashem asks of him.
It could even be that he’s a Chossid; he
goes on Mivtzoim and davens B’Avodal

However when it comes to wanting
Moshiach he really doesn’t care. “I'm
complete, I'm such a good guy, | do what
I’m supposed to, I've ticked my boxes, |
don’t need Moshiach.”

If he would only realize that he’s a piece
of Hashem and he’s only a half if he’s
not completely one with Hashem, he’d
realize that all the time Hashem does
not have his home in this world, the job
is not done. He would then passionately
throw himself into doing any available
extra action that will bring Moshiach! Cos
it’s not doing what you must that makes
you complete, rather it’s about being fully
dedicated to what Hashem ultimately
wants! What does Hashem ultimately
want? Moshiach now!

People who are wholes don’t feel an ur-
gency in doing more. They look at another
opportunity to do a Mitzva as a bother-
some bonus. Maybe yes probably no.
However a person who sees himself as a
half sees in the Mitzva the ability to make
himself one with Hashem; the ability to
become that elusive whole!

In short, if you think of yourself as a part

you will completely involve yourself in be-
coming a whole. If however, you think of
yourself as a whole you will only partially
involve yourself in doing what needs to be
done!

We are only halves without Hashem! So
let’s dedicate ourselves completely, and
bring Moshiach now!




WORKSHEET

In this week’s Sedra, we find opposite ideas, with
regards to the counting of the Jewish people.

You see, the way the Jewish people were counted, was
done through them each giving half a to
Moshe Rabeinu, and then the coins being counted up.

Usually anything having to do with the Mishkan was
done in a perfect way. To bring just one example; there
is a requirement for the Kohanim who serve in the Beis
Hamikdash to be without any blemishes.

The giving of a half a shekel however, clearly runs
this rule. For we see in the giving of this
half a shekel an emphasis on not being full, not being

Another interesting difference we find in the giving of
the half a shekel as opposed to other Mitzvos, is the
requirement that the whole half a shekel be given all at

; not in installments.

This is very different than by Tzedoka for example,
where we find that it’s to give a little every
day, than a lump sum, once a month for example.
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Why is it, that with this Mitzva we find that there is both
the idea of giving a half-not being perfect; and giving
this half, as a whole half a shekel; not in installments-

the idea of perfection? Aren’t they ?

The answer is, that the complete, whole giving of the
half a shekel, is teaching us an important lesson. Since
aldewisa of Hashem, a person down
here, in this world, without that constant connection
to Hashem, should always see themselves as a
. This will bring them to feel such a strong
desire to reconnect to Hashem and makes the persons
giving and devotion to so Hashem complete, full and
perfect. Because feeling like a part makes one be wholly
devoted.

In other words, the very fact that a person looks at
themselves as a broken half, causes them to be totally
devoted to fixing the brokenness, by wholeheartedly

connecting themselves to

That’s the very important lesson we learn from the
Mitzva of giving half a










