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 There is a famous discussion regarding the signs which we were given in order de-
termine which animals are kosher and which ones aren’t.  Are the signs what actual-
ly make them into Kosher animals, or are the animals themselves kosher?  If we say 
that the animals themselves are kosher, the signs are just a way for Hashem to 
show us which animals are kosher and which ones aren’t, not that they actually 
make the animal a kosher one. 

 A very practical application of this discussion would be a scenario where a kosher 
animal gives birth to an animal without the kosher signs. The Halacha is that regard-
less of whether it has the signs or not, as long as its born from a kosher animal, it is 
Kosher. If we say that the signs are just a way of Hashem showing us which animals 
are Kosher and which ones aren’t, then this Halacha makes perfect sense. For we 

already know that this animal is kosher, therefore the signs aren’t necessary. 
If, on the other hand, we were to say that the signs are actually what makes 
the animal kosher, then regardless of where the animal came from, if it 

doesn’t have the signs, it shouldn’t be kosher. According to this opinion, this 
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Halacha is clearly a  גזירת הכתובwhich we don’t understand. 

 A Halachic application of whether it is a  גזירת הכתובor not would be, if you would 
be permitted to play with such an animal. There is a Halacha that you are not al-
lowed to play with kosher animals. This Halacha only applies to animals which are 
Kosher on their own, not if it’s a  גזירת הכתובthat makes it kosher. So in our 
scenario of a kosher animal which doesn’t have the kosher signs, the Halacha re-
garding playing with it would depend on the above mentioned discussion. If the 
signs are what make it into a Kosher animal, then this animal is Kosher only because 
of a  גזירת הכתובand it would be no issue to play with it. If we say that the signs are 
just a way of distinguishing which animals are kosher already, then it is not a  גזירת

 .which makes it Kosher and it is forbidden to play with itהכתוב 

 Whether we say that the signs are what make the animal Kosher or that they are 
just a sign to show us which ones are Kosher, Hashem obviously chose these 

specific signs for a reason. If these are the specification of a pure animal, then 
obviously they have some direct connection to the concept of purity. 

 When a person eats, the food that he consumes actually turns into his 
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flesh and blood. As the saying goes “you are what you eat”. Therefore Hashem told 
us to only eat animals which have split hooves and chew their cud, because these 
are characteristics which Hashem wants us to develop. And he doesn’t want us to 
bring into ourselves anything which doesn’t have those qualities. 

 When we speak about making sure that we are “kosher”, we are referring to the 
“animal” part of our self. Your g-dly soul is always “kosher”, it is our physical self 

that needs to be checked. For even someone that feels he is doing everything he 
is supposed to according to the Torah, it could be that he is seriously lacking in 
certain areas. We must be certain that we have split hooves and we chew our 
cud, as will be explained. 

 We see by an animal that the only thing that touches the ground is his 
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feet. This shows us that when we have to involve ourselves in worldly matters we 
should only involve ourselves with our action, and save our higher qualities like our 
mind and emotions for more holy spiritual things. Even the animal, that has his feet 
planted in the ground, has a hoof which separates even his feet from the ground. 
This shows us that even when we are involved in worldly matters we should still 
have a feeling of being separate from it. 

 In order for the animal to be kosher, the hooves must be split. This represents that 
even when one is involved in worldly matters, he must make room for spirituality to 
enter there. Therefore the split must go all the way through the hoof, to show that 

spirituality must shine even in the most physical things. 

 Another lesson to learn from the split hooves is that when one is dealing 
with physical matters he has to have two different approaches at the same 

time. On the one hand he must reach out to everyone no matter who they 
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 are or what their situation is, even if their only redeeming  factor is that they are 
“creatures” of Hashem. At the same time one must be very careful that when he is 
reaching out and working with people and situations and trying to elevate them, 
that he must not compromise any part of Torah. He cannot say that in this specific 
situation the Halacha is going to be different, or that we are going to bend a little 
for this person. A person must bring them closer to the Torah and not try to bring 
the Torah closer to them. Essentially, you are damaging them and yourself more 
than you are accomplishing. 

 The idea of an animal having to chew its cud shows us that any involvement we 
have in physical matters must be very thought out. A person has to check it over 
many times to make sure it is the proper thing to do. 

 Any bird which is kosher must be passed down from your teacher. This 
shows us the importance of not depending on yourself and your own under-
standing of things. Rather one must connect himself to his Rebbe which will 

show the proper way in serving Hashem. 
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7. What does the Moshol of the Frierdike Rebbe show us? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
8. What does it mean for us to “chew our cud”? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
9. What do learn from the way we know a bird is kosher? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

SHOW OFF YOUR KNOWLEDGE!!
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1. What  are 2 ways of looking at the kosher signs? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What would be a difference in halacha? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Which part of us must we assure is “kosher”? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. What do we learn from the fact that an animal has hooves? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. What is the first lesson we learn from the fact that the animal has split 
 hooves? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. What is the second lesson we learn from the fact that the animal has split 

 hooves? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

SHOW OFF YOUR KNOWLEDGE!!
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