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Introduction

t’s the first day of school. It’s always

a very exciting day. Right? You get to

know your new teachers, have classes
in a fresh, new classroom and sometimes
you’ll even meet new friends. How excit-

ing!

All the boys of your class eagerly dash
towards the classroom. They argue over
their seats a little, and finally, after a few
minutes, everyone is seated comfortably
awaiting the arrival of the teacher. Your
teacher enters. Everyone stands respect-
fully, till he reaches his place at the front
of the classroom. The atmosphere in class
is perfect.

Suddenly, the teacher yells, “Whose
schoolbag is that lying on the floor; there
in the back?1?”

“Uh... It’'s mine...” stutters a boy named
Mendy.

“Leave the classroom immediately!”, the
teacher orders. All the boys look on with
shock as Mendy gets up, on the verge of
tears and exits the classroom.

The teacher spends the next ten minutes
of class, telling the boys the rule he has in
his class. Each boy must ensure that his
bag is placed in his cubby and not left on
the floor.

What would you think? Probably how
Mendy was just misjudged. How was he
supposed to know that rule? The teacher
only told them the rule afterwards. Poor
Mendly... You feel so much pity for him...

If you think about it, in this week’s Parsha
it seems like that very thing happened!
Hashem punished Nadav and Avihu,
without having warned them before!

et’s back up a bit, and talk about the
story from the beginning.

Moshe commands the Yidden to donate
gold, silver, copper and all other kinds of
valuable stuff to build the Mishkon. Ev-
eryone runs around like crazy and brings
everything they can for the Mishkon. You
know, it’'s Hashem’s house, so everyone
wants to take part! They end up bring-
ing so much stuff, that whoa, there’s too
much for the Mishkon! Everyone is ex-
cited!

Well, you see, just a couple of weeks ear-
lier they sinned terribly with the layn xon.
They were told that the Mishkon will serve
as an atonement, so they eagerly await to
see if Hashem will accept their efforts and
dwell amongst them in the Mishkon.
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“Hard hat zone”, a sign displays, “Enter
at your own risk”. Yellow and black tape
pasted everywhere. The construction of
the Mishkan is fully underway. All the
talented of the Jewish nation work hard,
building, weaving and sewing. The Mish-
kon starts taking form.

After much work, and with the help of
Hashem, a beautiful, majestic Mishkon
stands. Everyone is so excited for the
Avoda in the Mishkon to start, when the
Shechina will come to rest in the Mishkon
and the Yidden will finally be forgiven.

But, hold it... Not so quick! First we have
the owitmn mr nyaw the seven days when
Moshe Rabbeinu single-handedly does
the Avoda, in place of Aharon Hakohen
and his sons. During these seven days, fire
does not come down from Hashem. The
people are distraught! All that work for
naught!! Moshe Rabbeinu reassures them
telling them that the Shechina will come
down on the 8th day when Aharon Hako-
hen offers up the Korbonos.

That special day arrives. Everyone waits
and watches holding their breath. The
Korbonos lie on the Mishkon burning
softly. But no... No fire comes down from
Shomayim! Aharon is worried that he is
not worthy enough to cause the Shechina
to descend. After some Davening, finally,
a fire comes down from Heaven and con-
sumes the Korbonos and their fats.

“Yay!l We are finally forgiven” The joy is

incredible! People are dancing, laughing
and wishing each other L'Chaim.

Then suddenly out of nowhere, boom!
Another fire comes down from Hashem.
But oh no!l This time, it does not shoot
down towards the narn, rather towards
Nadav and Avihu, who were busy bring-
ing some sweet-smelling nioj into the
Mishkon. The two’s insides are burned by
the fire and their bodies lie in the Mishkon.
Disastrous! Unbelievable! In the midst of
all the joy, tragedy strikes!

But why?! What did they do wrong? Rashi
addresses this question. He brings a
couple of opinions, but we’ll focus on one.
Here’s a quote from Rashi:

“Rebbi Yishmoel says, they entered the
Mishkon while drunk from wine. A proof
for this, since immediately after they died,
Hashem commanded the Kohanim that
they should never enter the Mishkon when
drunk. We therefore see that the reason
Nadav and Avihu died, was because they
transgressed this law. This can be under-
stood with the following Jwn:

i

There was a certain king, who had a
member of his household, whom he
trusted very much. He once saw him
standing by the entrance to some stores.
He was unhappy and ordered that he be
executed. He then appointed another




member of his household to hold his
position. Immediately after that story, he
told his ministers that they should never
be found by the entrance of those specific
stores. At that point, the ministers under-
stood the reason why the first officer was
executed”.

This, however, is not understood at alll! It’s
just like the teacher who punished Mendy,
before even telling him the rule that he
was punished for! How is that fair?! How
could Hashem punish Nadav and Avihu,
so harshly without warning them before?
Hashem only afterwards told the Koha-
nim that they aren’t allowed to enter the
Mishkon while drunk. What is going on?!

The Rebbe answers this question in an
incredible way. When one looks very care-
fully at the words of the Moshol, one sees
that the officer who was executed for his
misbehavior is called a na 3, which means
a member of the king’s household, a per-
son whom he trusts very much.

It is this point, which is the key to the an-
swer to the above terribly puzzling ques-
tion. The reason why Nadav and Avihu
were responsible for going into the Mish-
kon drunk, was because they too were
like na ma. They were people who were
brought up in the home of Aharon Hako-
hen, and should have known better! They
were such great people, that they should

have understood on their own that Hash-
em doesn’t want the Kohanim to enter
the Mishkon under the influence of wine.
That is why they were punished!

Take away

And guess what?! The same is true with
us! We too are expected to be like na ma
of Hashem. We also should involve our-
selves so much in Torah and Mitzvos, that
we should become considered like trusted
members of Hashem’s “household”!l!

The way we can achieve this connection
with Hashem and His Torah, is by learning
a lot of Torah and doing many Mitzvos.
Then, we should think about why we are
doing them. Think about Moshiach and
how we really need and want him to come
very soon! Think about how much each
and every one of us makes a difference!

When you do this, you will really really care
about serving Hashem properly and you
will not need to always be told what to do.
For example, when you see the garbage is
full, you will take it out, even before your
mother tells you. You will clean up after
yourself right away. Yes! And in general,
always look out for people in need of help
and do them favors without being asked
or told to do them. That is the way to go!!




Following the discussion of the Korbonos in the
previous couple Parshios, the Torah then talks about the
inauguration of the Mishkon and the untimely passing

of Nadav and

There is much discussion regarding why Nadav and
Avihu were killed on that fateful day. One of the
reasons Rashi brings, is that they entered the Mishkon
while . The proof, Rashi says, is the fact
that immediately after that episode, Hashem told the
Kohanim that they should not enter the when
drunk.

Rashi then brings a Moshol to further bring out the
point. He recounts the story of a king who saw a trusted
member of his household hanging out by a specific
store. He immediately ordered that he be
He then proceeded to tell his officers that they should
never be found near that row of stores. They then
understood that that was the reason why the minister
had been punished.




This Rashi is very very difficult to understand. How
could they possibly be punished for doing something
wrong, before being given the law that it was
prohibited?! That is so unfair! That is like a teacher

a boy in class, before telling him that he was
not allowed to do what he did!

The Rebbe gives an incredible answer. In Rashi’s
Moshol, he describes the executed minister as being
a member of the king’s household. That explains why
he was killed despite the fact that he was not warned.
Being that he was close to the , he should have

understood that the king would not be pleased with
him being by those stores.

The same is with Nadav and Avihu. Since they were
very holy people and close to , they should
have known better. They should have realized on their
own that it is inappropriate to enter the Mishkon while

The lesson for us is, that we too should be “members
of Hashem’s household”. We should hold Yiddishkeit




very close to our hearts and should not need to always
be told what to do and what not to do. We should help
others before being , and we should grab
opportunities to do Mitzvos whenever we can.







