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Introduction

ave you ever been to a doctor

because you had a cold or flu? You

know, when you’re just not feeling
right and under the weather. You run to a
doctor. You want to know what’s making
you feel the way you are, and you really
want to get rid of that nasty sick feeling.

So the doctor sticks a stethoscope on
your stomach, looks in your ears and up
your nose. He looks to see the cause of
your sickness. He then tells you what’s
wrong and writes you a prescription with
some medication you will need to take.
Sounds familiar? Yup, it happens to every-
one once in a while.

Well, back in the day, people used to get
other kinds of funny sicknesses. Although
they looked physical; Like a white splotch
on the skin, the real cause was something
more spiritual. Yup! You guessed it! We’re
talking about Tzora’as.

An individual wakes up in the morning,
says Modeh Ani, washes Negel Vasser and
starts getting dressed. All is good, fine and
dandy, when suddenly, “Oh no, what’s
that white rash on my arm?!”

Well, no school for him today! Off to the
“Tzora’as doctor” he rushes, to check out
if it indeed is something to be worried
about it. The Kohen he picks happens to
be a guy not so well versed in the laws
of Tzora’as. So Mr Yakov Cohen calls his

Talmid Chochom friend called “Torasoi
Umnosoi”. Torasoi takes a look at his arm.
He looks from this angle, then that angle,
he pulls out a magnifying glass and looks
closely at the white blotch.

After a few minutes of some really serious
inspection, Torasoi looks up and whispers
to Mr Cohen, “Yup, he’s xnu”. The Kohen
then gets up, puts on his Kapote and
Gartel and makes the official declaration:
“You are xno!”

Yikes! The poor Tzora’as man is wheeled
into a Tzora’as Ambulance and whisked
off to the Metzora hangout outside the
camp. He dresses in black and no one
gets to talk to him. He’s has to do some
serious Teshuva now. He must have spo-
ken badly about someone, and that’s why
he landed himself this ugly Tzora’as...

So, let me ask you... Anything sound
weird, peculiar and odd to you, about
this Tzora’as story?

Ok. Let me tell you... What’s with
this Kohen business?? Apparently
Mr Cohen didn’t learn enough Torah
and didn’t know the laws of Tzora’as.
So why include him at all? Why do
we need him to be the official ‘per-
son’ to say that the guy is xnv? Just
let Torasoi, the Talmid Chochom do
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the full job!! This deal with the Kohen
sounds super fishy...

Also, there’s a bunch of other kinds
of nixniv that a Yid can get. If he
touches a dead body, or if he touch-
es almost any other xnuo item... But
by none of them do we find this idea
of needing specifically a Kohen to
pronounce him impure. Normally, all
they need is a Talmid Chochom, a
Rov, who says whether he is impure
according to the Torah. So what is
the deal by Tzora’as that we need a
Kohen?

And just to add some extra spice to
the question... What’s the Kohen’s
role in general? He’s normally the
nice guy! He’s the one who normally
makes all the xnv people pure again.
He does the sprinkling of ashes
water on the people impure from
touching a dead corpse. He makes
impure people pure, so why here is
he the one making the pure impure?
Sounds a bit backwards if you ask

] =08
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ell, the answer goes like this:

We find something unique by

Tzora’as that we don’t find by
any other nxniv. The guy with Tzora’as gets
sent all the way out of the camp. And not
just that! He is sent out so far that he is

| D2IA

not allowed to hang out even with the
other xnu people. How about that! He
really is getting punished in the fullest
measure possible!

So, in order to make someone leave so
far, we really are going to have to have a
good reason to send him away. So first
we get the Talmid Chochom to make sure
that indeed according to Halacha this
Tzora’as is real. Once he’s done that, we
get the Kohen on the case.

Why? Because we’re worried that the
Talmid Chochom may have a harsh side
to him. We’re worried that maybe he
wasn’t able to be totally honest when
inspecting the Tzora’as, being that he was
sure that this guy deserved it. So even
though he looked good and proper at the
Tzora’as we still get the Kohen involved.

Why the Kohen? You see, as we men-
tioned before the Kohanim are the real
nice guys amongst the Yiddishe nation.
They are descendants of Aharon Kohen,
the ultimate Jew-lover. They bless the
Yidden out of love, and feel for every
single one of them. They are the ones
who truly do not wish to send anyone out.
They understand how bad the poor Yid
will feel. They do not have any feelings of
hatred towards him.

Therefore, it is them, the Kohanim, who
are given the job of officially making the
Metzoras impure. We obviously still need
the Talmid Chochom, because we have
to make sure it is in line with Halocha.
However, the Kohanim are the ones who




practically pronounce the Yid as xnu. They
send the Yid out of the camp only be-
cause he is deserving such treatment and
not because of any hatred or bad nim that
they (the Kohen) may have.

Take Away

This is such a powerful message to us!
When we see another Yid acting inappro-
priately, we may often feel a strong desire
to rebuke him and tell him off. The les-
son we learn, is that we must think twice
before speaking badly to anyone or about
anyone. We must look deep into ourselves
and see if we are Kohanim. We must ask
ourselves if we are truly being objective
and are telling the other off, out of love.

It is very possible that we may have a little
bit of nin nxw towards the other Yid. This
may sometimes end up being the real
reason behind why we are so frustrated
with his bad behavior. Therefore, we must
get rid of all our bad feelings towards the
other and only then think of rebuking
another Yid.

May it be Hashem’s wish, that through
the nan nanx that we show towards other
Yidden, we should bring Moshiach and
rebuild the Beis Hamikdosh which was
destroyed because of nin nxw

May we merit that Moshiach should come
really really soon!




In this week’s Parsha, the Torah teaches us the laws
about a person who gets on his skin.
The Kohen would inspect the affected area to see
whether the man was to be deemed xnuv.

If the Kohen was not a person who was well versed in
the laws of Tzora’as, he would have a Talmid Chochom
inspect the Tzora’as and tell him whether he should
pronounce the man . The Kohen would then
be the one to officially declare the man impure, and to
have him sent out of the camp.

There is an obvious question on this. If the Kohen is
anyways relying on the Talmid Chochom, why do we
need the at all? Let the Talmid Chochom
do the whole job from beginning to the end. Let
him inspect the Tzora’as and let him also be the one
to tell the man that he is xnu. What is so important
about having a Kohen involved here?

Indeed, there are many other kinds of mixmuv, and
we do not see by any of them that we need a Kohen
to officially declare the man xnu, so why is Tzora'as
any ?




The Rebbe provides us with a fascinating answer,
with a powerful lesson. We see something unique by
the nxmv of Tzora'as that we do not see by any of
the other mxmv. Here, by Tzora'as, the impure man
gets sent all the way out of all the camps, and even
away from the other people who are xnuv! He really
gets a treatment!

Therefore, in order to officially consider him xnuv,
and to send him all that way out, we must really
really make sure that he it. That is why
we have specifically a Kohen declare him xnu since

Kohanim personify the idea of love for other Yidden,
as they are the descendants of Hakohen,

the ultimate Jew-lover. We trust that the Kohen will
strongly feel for the Yid, and will only send him out if

he is truly deserving.

The same is true with us. Before we criticize or rebuke
anyone we must look deep inside ourselves to make

sure that it is coming from the “Kohen” within us. We
must ensure we are doing it totally out of

2

and not Chas Vesholom out of any bad feelings that we
may have towards the other.










