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ALWAYS LEARNING

Despite every Hardship that has befallen the Jewish nation, we
have preserved our commitment to teach children Torah. Now,
more than ever, we must realize the importance of this holy task,
and not get distracted by the atmosphere that surrounds us.
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Classic Concepts

This week’s Parsha speaks of Yakov

and his children going down to the land

of Mitzrayim. As they were making their
way there, Yakov sent Yehudah ahead of eve-
ryone else to prepare a Yeshivah in the land of
Goshen, this way it would be ready by the time
the others arrived. When Hashem instructed
Yakov to go to Mitzrayim, he promised him
that “I will go down with you and also go up
(leave)”. Thus, Yakov had Hashem’s promise
that he would be in Mitzrayim with the Jewish
people during their time there. Despite this,
Yakov made a point of ensuring that there will
be Yeshivos open upon his arrival. Yakov un-
derstood that Yeshivas are the foundation of
the Jewish people. Those Yeshivas that Yakov
established remained throughout the entire
duration of the exile in Egypt. Throughout all
of the generations of the Jewish people, even
during the time in Mitzrayim, a very difficult

Golus, there were always Yeshivos where peo-
ple sat and studied Torah. Yeshivas are the ex-
istence of the Jewish nation.

The exile in Egypt was more difficult

than the present exile for a number of

reasons. 1) Before the giving of the To-
rah on Har Sinai, any Torah that was learned
had to be understood with a person’s own
power and thus had a limit to how high a level
he could reach. Once the Torah was given, Ha-
shem gave the Jewish people special power to
reach even higher than their own capabilities.
This shows us that although the Jewish people
were indeed studying Torah in Mitzrayim, and
that is what gave them vitality, it did not have
the same influence that it had in later genera-
tions. 2) The exile in Mitzrayim was the first of
all the exiles. It is well known that the first

Translations. . .]'wDD

1




4]

Fahinkl™

IR OIWVROR LI LYOYT OX BOKY
M YA 0 K PR My T
PR INNT TN WT DR UERPYT
AIRT UORRYT M WOV 0 X

MW 12 198D DY RTIR In
JN2WY PTOIDRT 0¥ N

TOMR VAN PR OCIRT YabYT T
ORI VODYIR INTIND : MW JubRA
Ay DK TR IWLXOR IR TIIvY
TYPOPTR A IR OBNP X oY —
"R JOVER DYN W IR — yww
oY TR LTOT PERPWOMR PR IPIMY
YRR OWLMA YN QR uYyn
ANK AV W ODYN LORRYT Y
TINRID IR LYN W PR DY W
YIOT OIMRJA¥A IR WEI  N9OR
ORYOIRIT P2 200 PR OWTIP
PR DO8H :IRT DN YR IRT
2103 WIWIWNY X 0 K yNea
— WP YIVIBR OP 1PDR DRI YN
DRID IR LRAYA 00 — WY
YIAYID KPR OPANIR LDIRTY
QW3 0T DYWA WY §OT 10T
TR WM R IVIRDRWYY VDT
IR L YXMPD YT WK IR BRP 1A
MWW FIVIBR PP — AYNHOYIND
=Y AR YTV DO YPRY X
JUDRAVADMK JYR BRI Ma

@ AyHp X IRIRD PR CE R PR T

— I3 I3 VIR WA IR OIRN
M2IRD WIN DU PO OXA X TNT
AT A1%D PR ATy R
PARD PO KD — POURIRD YA
IR oKD TR U1 ANy N
9P PR — NI K 9HR R

&Py (8

wan

Wb

“YNY X IPOT YNV R DN (T
v ¢TI PP PR IR STIRD Y9
TR JUINT 1D IDNOLIX LIYPYI VO
7D PUADMIR LDINTYY JANT X7
ALY oW1 725 X129 DWYW DOIXM
qYONR DI LIPTNT O™ OPY)
TP PR YD

IR POTIPP B AYNVOYIND
720w WA RY JUOPTIINY YOR 07
PYTIVLY  JYNYY YT Oy .on»
OVIVA TR OIYR YObYN PR MW

SN LIFIEY TN

“yn LTIYIYA I LR YN A
viowel TR TN IR HRHD YY)
Y WIY WD S TIRTYIIRVLNT PP
70 MR OWTY 9ER MBD N
SYTYY PR ANDMR IR PR AN

IR DR Uy

IR VTP ORN YOPYIR  INTIND
WY 1D UMX PP LA TR IPUROR
PR OCTIRDYIX WMWY RIR PR .02
MR R AND TINON R CTIR A
TP B WA PR MW X W
OO OERPR M maswn

ms 1D AR ST R OYT W

TINY R QOIZN PR VIRT 0OIIWN
M TINDYIX WIWWNY K 0 X
™ LRT PYNLOYTIID PR IPUION
¥R PR DAY PP DORBYA D0l
$IPIYR ORI SN LIWOYY LRA
"UA DO LRI OWH DR NI v
TIWNW QYT P DIENAwn PP LORD
B TR LRI YA MDY 1D oaxn
MTOPMRN DAY PP LORDYA
TR W OPR % LAIRDWT TN

B L MY hray e KON (7



Classic Concepts

time a tragedy occurs, it is the most difficult to
handle. If it happens again in the future, it is
not as challenging as the first time. 3) In Mitz-
rayim, all of the Jewish people were there
suffering together. In the other exiles, Hashem
did a kindness to the Jewish people and
spread them throughout all of the nations.
This way, if a certain nation is oppressing the
Jews under their jurisdiction, the Jews in the
other areas of the world can provide assistance
and support to those who are suffering. This
was not the case in Mitzrayim. 4) The situa-
tion in Mitzrayim was very difficult. The
Medrash says that it was impossible for even
one servant to escape, and there were six hun-
dred thousand grown men who were stuck
there, plus all the women and children. De-
spite all of these hardships, the Jewish people
made sure there were Yeshivas where people
could sit and learn the holy Torah.

As we have mentioned many times,
the Torah is not merely stories of the
past. Every story the Torah tells, or even
a single letter in the Torah, contains relevant
messages for our personal lives. These lessons
apply to all places and all times. Some people
may be under the impression that times have

changed and we no longer need Yeshivas like
we used to. They think that because of the
difficult challenges that are present, other
types of schools will suffice. We must learn
from the Jewish people in Mitzrayim. Despite
all of their hardships and difficulties, they still
remained strong in their commitment to
study and teach Torah. They made no calcula-
tions as to whether their difficulties removed
their responsibility to learn. Furthermore,
they did not calculate which levels their Torah
learning reached. (As we mentioned previous-
ly, the Torah learning of that time did not
reach the levels it does now.) Certainly we can-
not start to make calculations.

The same applies regarding support-

ing the Yeshivahs. Some people say that

only after they deal with all of their own
personal needs will they begin supporting the
Yeshivahs. They say that first they must eat,
drink, sleep, make money etc. and afterwards
they will make a donation and perhaps even
send their own children to the Yeshivah. We
must tell these people that in Mitzrayim it was
far more difficult than it is now. In Mitzrayim,
they did not even have straw with which to
make bricks. They were forced to search in for-
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Classic Concepts

eign places for straw, while the officers were
standing over them with whips. Despite all
this, they made sure the Yeshivahs stayed
open.

There is a dialogue in Gemara regard-

ing places that a person should not pass

through. The Gemara discusses what
would be worse for a person to pass, a place
where people act inappropriately or a place of
idol worship. At first glance it would seem that
the place of idol worship is far better. When a
person sees people behaving inappropriately
he will be aroused to behave in a similar man-
ner. When a person sees idols, on the other
hand, all he is being exposed to is wood and
stones. The reason why passing a place of idol
worship is so bad is because the idols have a
very negative effect on the atmosphere. When
a person walks through that area, the impurity
that comes as a result of the idols affects him
in a bad way.

The same concept applies to the at-

mosphere that is found in the streets

nowadays. The attitude towards Yeshi-
vahs has affected the Yeshivah students them-
selves. They are convinced that they cannot
commit themselves to Torah study because
they must think about making money. They
are worried about how they will support their
wife and children once they are married. They
are worried about what they will leave for

their children as an inheritance once they pass
on. Due to all of these worries, their mind is
not found within their learning, but rather in
the street.

Where does such an attitude come

from? It comes from the atmosphere in

the street. Although the Frierdiker Reb-
be said “The ice in America has already
moved” (the attitude has changed), there is a
difference between “being moved” and being
transformed into excitement and passion for
spirituality. These Yeshivah students still are
being affected by the attitude that one must
place his career as their first priority.

These students have an excuse for

such an attitude. The atmosphere that

surrounds them affects them, but still it
does not have to be this way. In Mitzrayim the
Golus was so difficult that the Jewish people
did not even entertain a thought about leav-
ing. Even when Moshe Rabeinu came and told
the Jewish people that they will be redeemed
they did not believe him. Nevertheless, with-
out thinking about their future or their fate,
they insisted on keeping the Yeshivahs open.
How much more so now, we must not think
about what will happen in the future, rather
we must commit ourselves to the study of To-

rah.
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Classic Concepts

The Avoda in our times is much easier the years of Jewish history, with blood and

than it used to be. Two hundred and tears many those remaining eighty six have

eighty eight spiritual sparks came down also been elevated. There remains only a small
to this world for us to elevate. In Mitzrayim amount left for us to do. Additionally, those
they elevated two hundred and two of them, sparks that have already been elevated assist
with only eighty six remaining. Throughout us with our present Avoda.
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Getting Started

A selected section of the Sicha with a linear translation = Translations. . .]'wb"D




What affect does today’s atmosphere
have on Yeshivah students?

Why is the Avoda today so much
easier than in previous generations?




Test Your Knowledge
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What are four reasons why Mitzrayim was
more difficult than any other Golus?

What lesson do we learn from the
Yeshivos in Mitzrayim?
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