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CONCEPTS

(1. This week’s Parsha\

tells the story of the Jew-
ish people’s journey from
Mitzrayim towards har
Sinai. On their way they
the encountered two
wars, one with the Egyp-
tians and one with the
nation of Amalek. Inter-
estingly, Hashem in-
structed them to react
very differently to each
of these attacks. Regard-
ing the fast approaching
Egyptian army, Hashem
commanded them to re-
main silent and promised
that He would fight the
war on their behalf, as
the Possuk writes ‘7”
“Iwenn onxy 0o% onY.
Hashem's command re-
garding the army of Am-
alek was different. Ha-
shem told the Jewish
people to “Go out and
wage war with Amalek”,
which means they must
actually fight a physical
war.

2. There was a very fun-
damental difference be-
tween the war with the
Egyptians and the war
with Amalek which was
the root of the difference

between the
respective re-
actions. Paaroh

and his army
were not
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CONCEPTS

ﬂhasing the Jewism

people in order to stop
them from receiving the
Torah. Paaroh’s only in-
tention was to bring the
Jewish people back to
Mitzrayim in order to be
his slaves. This being the
case, Hashem told the
Jewish people that as
long as they kept moving
towards their goal, He

would ensure that
Paaroh wont disturb
them.

3. Amalek, on the other
hand, had a very differ-
ent goal in mind. Ama-
lek’s sole intention was
to stop the Jewish people
from reaching Har Sinai
and receiving the Torah.
Hashem was teaching
the Jewish people that
when there is something
that stands between you
and the Torah you are
trying to receive, you
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Stood
Greatest
Affected

A boiling hot
bath

Everyone saw
Burning fire

There is
something

We have
We must use
All means
Own work

What did he
hear that made
him come

Also reaches
Now | know
Now
Everywhere

Speedily
in our days

must go to every extreme

to ensure they aren't suc
cessful. Although in general the Jewish nation aren’t a people of war, when there is an obstacl}
between them and the Torah it is not a time for calculations and all measures must be taken to
overcome it. This is why the Jewish people were commanded to physically fight with Amalek.
They were not fighting their own battle, but rather a war of Hashem in order to go receive the
Torah and become unified with it.
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therefore directly connected to the one who received the Torah, Moshe Rabeinu.
Moshe was the one who instructed the people to go wage war with Amalek. The actual
battle began with a prayer of Moshe. The war was fought by “Moshe’s men”. And the
victory came about through Yehoshua who was Moshe’s personal aid.

l’eing that the war with Amalek was associated with the receiving of the Torah, it was

J
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(5. The victory ovea

the people of Amalek
was one which supersed-
ed the rules of nature.
According to nature, the
nation of Amalek was
bound to be victorious.
The Gemara writes that
Amalek was a people of
witchcraft who were able
to ensure they wouldn't
be killed. Nevertheless,
the Jewish people were
victorious. The miracu-
lous victory came about
because of the Jewish
people’s realization that
they were not fighting
with their own strength,

but rather with the
strength of the Torah.
They recognized that

they were “Moshe’s men”
who therefore had the
power of the Torah be-
hind them and were not
bound by the rules of
nature.

6. Every Jew has a Mitz-
vah to remember what
Amalek did to the Jewish
people every single day.
The way the Jewish peo-
ple reacted to the attack
of Amalek teaches us a
valuable lesson regard-

ing this obli-
gation. Ama-
lak represents

a coldness
to spir-
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(ituality. At the tima (

~

when the Jewish people
were standing strong
with the greatness spir- Accomplish
itual excitement which

Push away

Only small jugs

0°1vp 0°2D X1

was generated by the K
miraculous wonders they

Rabeinu and the power of the Torah.

in our own ideas, the better things will be.

had just witnessed, Amalek came in order to “cool them off”. The Jewish people were then\
compared to a burning bath which no one dared enter yet Amalek had the audacity to confront
them with war. Every single Jew has daily struggles with his own version of Amalek, things that
try to cool off his excitement about spirituality and get in the way of him receiving the Torah. We
learn from the Jewish people in the desert that when "Amalek” comes, one must wage an actual
war with every possible power he has in order to destroy it. Additionally, it is also important for a
person to realize that he is not battling with his own strength, but rather the strength of Moshe

7.Moshe’s father in law, Yisro, heard about all the things that had happened to the Jewish people
on their way out of Mitzrayim and was inspired to join them. The Chachomim tell us that what
had actually inspired him to come was the war with Amalek. Yisro’s recognition that Hashem was
the ultimate truth served as a preparation for the giving of the Torah. So too, our spiritual battle
against the Amalek in our lives serves as a preparation for the giving of the deep secrets of the
Torah which will be revealed to us with the coming of Moshiach.
vay 1’y

1. During the Rebbe’s first Farbrengen after he officially accepted the Nesius someone asked
about a certain Shlichus they were given by the Frierdiker Rebbe. The Rebbe responded by say-
ing that when the Frierdiker Rebbe was merely fifteen he was appointed as his father’s secretary
for communal affairs. When there was a gathering of Rabonim to discuss certain matters, the
Rebbe Rashab sent the Frierdiker Rebbe as his representative. Since the Friediker Rebbe was still
quite young the Rebbe Rashab asked the famed Chossid, Reb Shmuel Betzalel, to accompany
him on the trip. Although Reb Shmuel Betzalel was an extremely intelligent individual, the Rebbe
Rashab made it clear to him that the less he would mix into The Frierdiker Rebbe’s decisions, the
better things would turn out. The Rebbe concluded from this story that it is not someones busi-
ness to mix his own calculations into the Rebbe’s affairs. Our job is to fulfill the tasks we were giv-
en without questioning. And just as the Rebbe Rashab told Reb Shmuel Betzalel, the less we mix

2. After the Rebbe concluded his first Maamer, Basi L'gani, he turned to the Chassidim and
said. “Now, listen up Jewish people! In general by Chabad it was demanded that eve-
ryone must work, and not merely depend on the Rebbeim. This is the difference be-
tween the Chassidim of Poland and Chabad Chassidim. In Poland they were of the
opinion that a Tzadik not only lives through his Emunah, but actually makes

his

J
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R KNOWLEDGE!

§. WHAT lessons can be learned from the way the Yidden fought with Ama-
lek?

é. WHAT was the Rebbe trying to teach with the story of The Frierdiker Reb-
be and the Rashbatz?

7. WHAT was the Rebbe trying to teach with the story of The Frierdiker Reb-
be and the Rashbatz?

GThe Rebbe continued “ Moshe Rabeinu was able to make the Mishkan on his own and Dovm
Hamelech was able to build the Beis Hamikdosh on his own but they wanted to share the great
merit with the entire Jewish people. When the (Frierdiker) Rebbe was writing the Sefer Torah to
greet Moshiach he said that he does not want the project to be his own but rather something
that everyone should participate in and merit from. Obviously, everyone must participate in the
transformation of this world into a dwelling place for Hashem. Everyone must work and accom-
plish the task that was placed upon them. Only “small jugs” have remained and as soon as we fin-
ish the Avodah, Moshiach will come. The pure evil will be eradicated and the world will be elevat-
ed to spirituality. The purpose of creation will be accomplished and Hashem will have a dwelling

@ce in this low world". )
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SHOW OFF YOU

1. WHAT were the two wars the Yidden encountered on their way out of
Mitzrayim?

2. HOW did they respond to each one?

3. WHY was each reaction different?

&. WHAT does Amalek represent in our lives?

JAO'aaAJO Chassidim live as well. We must all work with our entire boch
and our entire soul. It says that everything is in the hands of
c‘ncE’Ts heaven besides for fear of heaven. | am not removing myself

from helping, | will help however much is possible. But being that
(everything is in the hands of heaven besides for fear of heaven, if one will not work on his own,

what will it help that writings of Chassidus will be given out, and Niggunim will be sung
and Lchaim will be said? The (Frierdiker) Rebbe used to say ‘don’t put birds in your
pocket’ (don't fool yourself), everyone must work to transform the excitement and cra-
ziness of the animal soul into holiness”.
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