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(This week's Pars@

Matos, discusses the dif-
ferent laws which pertain
to vows and how to an-
nul them. There are three
ways which a woman is
able to remove a vow she
had made. The first way
is for her to go to a
Chochom (scholar) and
have him annul it for her.
The Chochom has a pow-
er that is so strong, that
the vow becomes null
retroactively, as if it never
existed. The next way
that a vow can be an-
nulled is by an unmarried
woman going to her fa-
ther. The third way is for
a married woman to go
to her husband and have
him annul it. In both of
the latter options the
vow is only removed
from now and onward.

2. The specific laws re-
garding a husband an-
nulling the vow of his
wife will vary based on
the relationship between
the man and the woman.
If they are not yet mar-
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ried, but merely en-
gaged, the (soon to be)
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husband has the power to annul vows that were taken even prior to the woman’s com-
mitment to him. If they are already married, the husband can only annul those vows
which were taken after the marriage. This interesting Halacha seems quite strange.
The strong connection between a couple once they are married would seem to give
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would seem it should on-
ly get stronger?

3. There is a very funda-
mental difference be-
tween how a man annuls
the vows of his wife be-
fore they are actually
married and after they
are married. When a cou-
ple is engaged and the
woman wants to annul a
vow she has made in the
past, the husband joins
forces with her father and
they do it together. Once
the couple is married the
husband is on his own.
For this reason, he is una-
ble to remove a vow
which was taken before
they were married, since
it was made before the
woman had any connec-
tion to him. During the
engagement, on the oth-
er hand, since he is joined
by the father in his efforts
to annul the vow, and the
father is connected to the
woman'’s past, he is able
to annul even previous
VOWS.

4. As we have mentioned
many times previously,
every detail in
the Torah
contains a les-
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(eant to serve Hasher)

In the service of Hashem
there are two stages: en-
gagement and marriage.
The service of Hashem
on a level of being \
“engaged” represents a Jew
that has successfully removed himself from the coarseness of the physical world, but has yet ta
perfect his relationship with Hashem. Just like an engaged woman is “removed” from connecting

herself to anyone else in the world, but she is not yet connected to her future husband, same ap-

plies to serving Hashem on a level of “engaged”.

Falls away DX 17XD DY 01 X3

P UIRD
Drags with him  7°1 ©°2 9712

Not yet finished
And annul previ- 77073
ous (vows) Reliaiplris)

5. "Marriage” represents a level of service where the Jew is totally unified with Hashem and has
reached the highest attainable heights. Just as physical children are similar to the parents they
came from, so too every one of this person’s actions, which are compared to children, is a direct
expression of his connection to Hashem.

6. Although it may seem that serving Hashem on a level of "marriage” would be greater than
serving on a level of “engaged”, there is definitely what to be gained by feeling that one is still
on the level of “engaged”. Once a person feels that he has attained spiritual perfection and is a
“married man” with the ultimate connection with Hashem, he is under the impression that he is
on his own. He need not look higher and try to attain more or depend on higher entities to raise
him up. Just like by annulling a vow a married man need not go to the father for his assistance,
so too this person feels he can get by on his own. This feeling of “independence” was a clear
proof to the sages that lived during the time of Bar Kochba, that he indeed was not worthy of
being Moshiach.

7. When a person feels that he is still “engaged” and has more to learn and higher levels to reach
he receives assistance from the “father”-Hashem. Just like an engaged man has stronger power
before marriage because the father of the woman is there to add strength, the same applies in
Avoda. If a person feels that he is not yet “married” and has more to be accomplished, Hashem
joins him in his efforts and understandably, tremendous things can be accomplished.

8. As we mentioned previously, the advantage of the husband joining the father is that he is now
able to annul vows that were taken by the woman before he came into the scene. This has a very
direct connection to our Avoda. Before the creation of this world, the world of Tikkun, Hashem
created a world of Tohu in which tremendous amounts of revelations were placed into vessels
which were unable to handle it. The sparks of holiness from that phenomenon fell very
low and were transformed into the physicality of the world around us. We see from
here, that in its source, the physical world contains tremendous spiritual potential that

u

[ ———




Opn'm) OTIP - MR

Tl A

OVTYN nn TN
23 pTa

PIVY MY MYON D TIAID
'11972Y DY

NP D MYNN 25YNN Y OTIPN 110 X135 12050 NYAP IWND "IN
YMIHY 1A0NY 1IN DTNR AWRN ,TPAN T9D3 YNIRNT INND 2INIT 1N

WV DYN DTN PN ,DIND PIYD DY D) YaN WIPK 1P 30N
NON 1IN TV PIY 1PN OIN 1IN ION OV DI 1190) I NN DY0yab

JINR YT DY 1NN X2 19D MY N

MNNINND 22X ,YNINHDD NIA0NY YINN2 DNHX 0T Nna

DINNN 2T DY IIMIANRD YIRY 19DY ,P900 DIPN PR 1NN YIINDY

AURDT D ITNI NN NI WY DY PIY DD URN Nt 19D MY 0Y9DN Ind
N9 3191 N 3D IMIN WY

21323 NIN ROYNDT NNAPYT NN WX D220 21902 XANND YN

YN NIN NYNRD IR T DY INYNIN NOINID 1DTY DXINND ONNY T

YT DY TPINRD ANINKRD N2INAD NN T DY D737 )IWOD 19t 100
2237 VN XN PINK INND

T2 120 DSNINAN 12102 TUIAN OWIN P N2 UN NN TNIPM

|

DNY DPY T72N MTON NHPYIV 1IN DIV NIN 9730 MIyNa 19NNYN
DA ST 8 Y Y A A A A Y e e e N U L T iy iy H gy
D2, 772N 237y DONNYN OMOY9Y PV N2R 22 12°9KY DMA2 D29

§ N —— -~ 144 P I e g oy . R I | — I g
PTS NOWN T DY N PUAND TMaN MYws DIvad T N on

o o ] O Ay e b
ANaNAM IMmvvann

<

{

— e b gl g g e g s P ST = Ll T L e e by oy o b AN BN e A A A Em o 8 oA L — o
NNV MTNN 2W 0NN 2 N2APY AWR 12N2na 010Ny NN
.
U e R RN e YA YYS YN STV MY Ty A
NN OMMPNRN ,NMNM0NRT MNIY 2771 12°9X 13020 MINND NN TMNNoNn
!

e B TR e ] AL e .
N MIND NON JINT2YT 132007 JW AVOIN T PN LD URIVYVIRN INNNDD 22

e e NE mUAYMIA MY Sy erly by sy P
0 NN OT NVOINND NIPONN yTT2 2aAN .DMNSIn Oy 0O)

N |




JADJI22AlIO
CONCEPTS

ﬁerefore the Torah }

telling us that the
“father” is able to assist a
person in affecting that
past that he may feel he
has no control over. As
long as a Jew feels that
he is still “engaged” and
combines forces with the
“father”-Hashem, he will
be given the necessary
strength to elevate and
refine the physical world
around him, although it
may seem to be out of
his zone.

9. A person must con-
stantly be aware that re-
gardless of how great he
has become there is al-
ways more to be accom-
plished. A Jew must nev-
er feel satisfied with
where he is holding and
he must recognize that
there is always room for
growth. With this in
mind, a Jew will forever
have a feeling of being
only “engaged” and not
yet “married”. By having
this outlook, a Jew com-
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FREE TRANSLATION

IN RESPONSE T® THE RECENT TRAGEDY IN BOR® PARK , WE PRESENT A LET-

TER OF THE EBBE WRITTEN AFTER THE FAR HABAD MASSACRE IN

B"H. 4th of Tammuz, 5716

Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the honourable Mr Eliezer “w Steinamn
Greetings and Blessings!

| have received your letter from 110 3" and the letter preceding
it. My response was delayed because | found it difficult to write
after the tragedy in K'far Chabad (a massacre in which 5 chil-
dren were murdered). Several people tried to explain what oc-
curred with the Possuk of ,w7pX "a1pa (when Hashem sanctifies
himself through the sacrifice of the lives of those that are close
to him) but even there the idea remains a mystery. All that we
see from those words is that there are times when such things
happen, but we are still left without an explanation as to why
they must happen. For this reason it came a time of “And Aron
was silent”.

The silence is only in regard to attempting to explain what has
occurred, but regarding the outcome there is no room for
doubt. Just like we saw by our forefathers in Egypt several
thousand years ago that the more they were pained and af-
flicted the stronger ad larger they continued to grow.

And to mention what is brought in the Kabala, that the gener-
ation of xmwn7Xnapy (the final generation of Golus) is a Gilgul
of the generation that left Egypt. Just as that generation merit-
ed to see the first redemption through Moshe Rabeinuy,
through T'shuva we will merit the final Geula through the final
redeemer, Moshe Rabeinu. (...) j

bines his own efforts with
the help he is receiving from Hashem and thereby has the power to overcome any obstacle that
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with (that which
is) higher

knowing

that he hasn’t yet
finished (reaching
the highest levels)

because there is
yet higher

and even higher,

(and) through this
(knowledge)

the father
(Hashem) drags
with him

also the engaged
man (the Jew)

and it falls away
all limitations

and he can even
remove a previous
VOW.
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with that which is
greater
than himself,

knowing
that there are

even higher
things/levels

and higher
and higher

to which

he has not yet
reached.

And in
that aspect

he is by

the beginning
stages of his
Avoda.
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R KNOWLEDGE!

&. WHAT is the advantage of being “engaged”?

S. WHAT “past” are we now able to change?




SHOW OFF YOU

1. WHAT are the three ways to annul a vow?

2. WHY can a man only annul certain vows while he is engaged?

3. IN Avoda, what does it mean to be “engaged? What does it mean to be
“married”?
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Seeing the Parsha the
way the Rebbe does
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