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Seeing The Parsha The 
Way The Rebbe Does

Name:

פרשת  מטות 

working
together



 

 הוספות/מטות

 ב 



 

  

Has no 
connection 

 קיין שייכות ניט

On the other 
hand 

 דאקעגן

One איינער 

Together צוזאמען 

Limitation הגבלה 

The authority of 
her father was 

removed 

נתרוקן רשות 
 אבי'

An independent 
existence 

פאר זיך א 
 מציאות

Compared to 
“engagement” 

 נמשל לאירוסין

There is also אויך פאראן 

She is prohibited 
to the entire 

world 

 דאסר לה
אכולי עלמא   

Becomes 
separated 

ווערט 
 אפגעריסן

Didn’t effect ניט געפועל'ט 

So much/
strongly 

 אזוי פיל

And they were 
connected..and 
they were one 

flesh 

ודבק וגו' והיו 
 לבשר אחד

Not yet נאך ניט 

Unified פאראיינציקט 

Away/left ארויס 

Until ביז 

Translations 
ייטש'ןט  

Concepts 
 ווארט טייטש ווארט טייטש

  Today’s היינטיקן 

  Connected מחוברים 

  Speaks רעדט זיך 

  About וועגן 

  Vows נדרים 

  Uprooting עוקר זיין 

  There are זיינען פאראן 

  Retroactively למפרע 

  Husband בעל 

  Which are וועלכע זיינען 

  From now on מכאן ולהבא 

  The marriage הנישואין 

  Engaged ארוס 

  Both ביידע 

  But נאר 

  Difference 
in the laws 

 חילוקי דינים

  Between צווישן 

  Should have 
come out 

געדארפט 
 אויסקומען

  More מער 

  Nevertheless פונדעסטוועגן 

  We find געפינען מיר 

  Advantage מעלה 

  In (vows which 
were taken) prior 

 בקודמין

  She זי 

1. This week’s Parsha, 

Matos, discusses the dif-

ferent laws which pertain 

to vows and how to an-

nul them. There are three 

ways which a woman is 

able to remove a vow she 

had made. The first way 

is for her to go to a 

Chochom (scholar) and 

have him annul it for her. 

The Chochom has a pow-

er that is so strong, that 

the vow becomes null 

retroactively, as if it never 

existed. The next way 

that a vow can be an-

nulled is by an unmarried 

woman going to her fa-

ther. The third way is for 

a married woman to go 

to her husband and have 

him annul it. In both of 

the latter options the 

vow is only removed 

from now and onward. 

2. The specific laws re-

garding a husband an-

nulling the vow of his 

wife will vary based on 

the relationship between 

the man and the woman. 

If they are not yet mar-

ried, but merely en-

gaged, the (soon to be) 

husband has the power to annul vows that were taken even prior to the woman’s com-

mitment to him. If they are already married, the husband can only annul those vows 

which were taken after the marriage. This interesting Halacha seems quite strange. 

The strong connection between a couple once they are married would seem to give 

the husband more power to annul the vows of his wife. Yet he is only able to do 

so during the engagement period. Why would a husband lose that power once 

 ג  



 

 ד 

שיחות  מטות/הוספות לקוטי   



 

His claim was 
first 

דאקדימי 
 טענתי'

His own אייגענעם 

In order to  
elevate 

 אויף מברר זיין

Which וועלכע 

Are taken נעמען זיך 

Through this דורך דעם 

There isn’t the 
limitation 

 ניטא די הגבלה

He should (be 
able to) reach 

ער זאל 
 דערלאנגען

And be victorious מנצח זיין 

Helps him עוזרו 

He is able (to 
overcome the 
Yetzer Hora) 

 יכול לו

Which exist 
וואס זיינען 

 פאראן

Gives the power נתינת כוח 

However high ווי הויך 

One may be 
מען זאל ניט 

 זיין

Holding האלטן 

One must know דארף מען וויסן 

With his own 
power 

מיטן אייגענעם 
 כוח

Must connect 
himself 

דארף זיך 
 פארבינדן

At all times אלעמאל 

Higher than 
himself 

 העכער
 פון זיך

Knowing וויסנדיק 

Has not yet 
reached 

נאך ניט 
 צוגעקומען

 ווארט טייטש ווארט טייטש

  Produces similar 
to himself 

 מוליד
 בדומה לו

  This means דאס הייסט 

  Which is inside 
the vessel 

 וואס אין כלי

  A lot/much 
higher 

 א סך העכער

  Nevertheless פונדעסטוועגן 

  Think מיינען 

  Because וויבאלד 

  Already reached שוין צוגעקומען 

  Depend/rely אנקומען 

  That uproots 
(vows) on 

his own 

המיפר בפני 
 עצמו

  Said like this אזוי געזאגט 

  Knew right away באלד געוואוסט 

  “And a star will 
come forth from 

Yaakov” 

ודרך כוכב 
 מיעקב

  (A name which 
connotes deceit) 

 בר כוזיבא

  Was dealing with געהאנדלט 

  Lower נידעריקער 

  With the partner-
ship of the father 

 בשותפתי' דאב

  Goes down גייען אראפ 

  Come to 
a place 

 צוקומען צו
 אן ארט

  There אהין 

  Reach דערלאנגען 

  Shattered world תהו 

  Came before the 
organized world 

 קדם לתיקון

  Are taken from נעמען זיך 

Translations 
ייטש'ןט  

Concepts 
he gets married, it 

would seem it should on-

ly get stronger? 

3. There is a very funda-

mental difference be-

tween how a man annuls 

the vows of his wife be-

fore they are actually 

married and after they 

are married. When a cou-

ple is engaged and the 

woman wants to annul a 

vow she has made in the 

past, the husband joins 

forces with her father and 

they do it together. Once 

the couple is married the 

husband is on his own. 

For this reason, he is una-

ble to remove a vow 

which was taken before 

they were married, since 

it was made before the 

woman had any connec-

tion to him. During the 

engagement, on the oth-

er hand, since he is joined 

by the father in his efforts 

to annul the vow, and the 

father is connected to the 

woman’s past, he is able 

to annul even previous 

vows.  

4. As we have mentioned 

many times previously, 

every detail in 

the Torah 

contains a les-

son in how a 

Jew is 

 ה  



 

 ו 

שיחות  מטות/הוספות לקוטי   



 

Falls away עס פאלן אפ 

And annul previ-
ous (vows)  

ומפיר 
 בקודמים. 

 ווארט טייטש ווארט טייטש

  Not yet finished 
נאך ניט 
 פארטיק

   Drags with him  גורר מיט זיך 

Translations 
ייטש'ןט  

Concepts 
meant to serve Hashem. 

In the service of Hashem 

there are two stages: en-

gagement and marriage. 

The service of Hashem 

on a level of being 

“engaged” represents a Jew 

that has successfully removed himself from the coarseness of the physical world, but has yet to 

perfect his relationship with Hashem. Just like an engaged woman is “removed” from connecting 

herself to anyone else in the world, but she is not yet connected to her future husband, same ap-

plies to serving Hashem on a level of “engaged”. 

5. “Marriage” represents a level of service where the Jew is totally unified with Hashem and has 

reached the highest attainable heights. Just as physical children are similar to the parents they 

came from, so too every one of this person’s actions, which are compared to children, is a direct 

expression of his connection to Hashem. 

6. Although it may seem that serving Hashem on a level of “marriage” would be greater than 

serving on a level of “engaged”, there is definitely what to be gained by feeling that one is still 

on the level of “engaged”. Once a person feels that he has attained spiritual perfection and is a 

“married man” with the ultimate connection with Hashem, he is under the impression that he is 

on his own. He need not look higher and try to attain more or depend on higher entities to raise 

him up. Just like by annulling a vow a married man need not go to the father for his assistance, 

so too this person feels he can get by on his own. This feeling of “independence” was a clear 

proof to the sages that lived during the time of Bar Kochba, that he indeed was not worthy of 

being Moshiach.  

7. When a person feels that he is still “engaged” and has more to learn and higher levels to reach 

he receives assistance from the “father”-Hashem. Just like an engaged man has stronger power 

before marriage because the father of the woman is there to add strength, the same applies in 

Avoda. If a person feels that he is not yet “married” and has more to be accomplished, Hashem 

joins him in his efforts and understandably, tremendous things can be accomplished. 

8. As we mentioned previously, the advantage of the husband joining the father is that he is now 

able to annul vows that were taken by the woman before he came into the scene. This has a very 

direct connection to our Avoda. Before the creation of this world, the world of Tikkun, Hashem 

created a world of Tohu in which tremendous amounts of revelations were placed into vessels 

which were unable to handle it.  The sparks of holiness from that phenomenon fell very 

low and were transformed into the physicality of the world around us. We see from 

here, that in its source, the physical world contains tremendous spiritual potential that 

only needs to be revealed. A person may say, “I was created at a later stage, how do I 

have the power to revert things to the way they were long before I came around?”. 

 ז  



 

)ד'תקו(קודש  -אגרות   

 ח 



 

Free Translation 
פשיח רגוםת  

B”H. 4th of Tammuz, 5716 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

To the honourable Mr Eliezer שי‘  Steinamn 

Greetings and Blessings! 

I have received your letter from י"ג סיון and the letter preceding 

it. My response was delayed because I found it difficult to write 

after the tragedy in K’far Chabad (a massacre in which 5 chil-

dren were murdered). Several people tried to explain what oc-

curred with the Possuk of  ,בקרובי אקדש (when Hashem sanctifies 

himself through the sacrifice of the lives of those that are close 

to him) but even there the idea remains a mystery. All that we 

see from those words is that there are times when such things 

happen, but we are still left without an explanation as to why 

they must happen. For this reason it came a time of “And Aron 

was silent”.  

The silence is only in regard to attempting to explain what has 

occurred, but regarding the outcome there is no room for 

doubt. Just like we saw by our forefathers in Egypt several 

thousand years ago that the more they were pained and af-

flicted the stronger ad larger they continued to grow. 

And to mention what is brought in the Kabala, that the gener-

ation of  עקבתא דמשיחא (the final generation of Golus) is a Gilgul 

of the generation that left Egypt. Just as that generation merit-

ed to see the first redemption through Moshe Rabeinu, 

through T’shuva we will merit the final Geula through the final 

redeemer, Moshe Rabeinu. (…)   

 

 ט  

Therefore the Torah is 

telling us that the 

“father” is able to assist a 

person in affecting that 

past that he may feel he 

has no control over. As 

long as a Jew feels that 

he is still “engaged” and 

combines forces with the 

“father”-Hashem, he will 

be given the necessary 

strength to elevate and 

refine the physical world 

around him, although it 

may seem to be out of 

his zone. 

9. A person must con-

stantly be aware that re-

gardless of how great he 

has become there is al-

ways more to be accom-

plished. A Jew must nev-

er feel satisfied with 

where he is holding and 

he must recognize that 

there is always room for 

growth. With this in 

mind, a Jew will forever 

have a feeling of being 

only “engaged” and not 

yet “married”. By having 

this outlook, a Jew com-

bines his own efforts with 

the help he is receiving from Hashem and thereby has the power to overcome any obstacle that 

may come his way. 

Concepts 
in response to the recent tragedy in boro park , we present a let-
ter of the Rebbe written after the Kfar Chabad massacre in 1956.  



 

Started 

a selected section of the Sicha  

with a linear translation  

יניארי לרגום תיחה עם שלק פרטי מהח  

 י 



 

Translations 
ייטש'ןט  

with (that which 
is) higher 

 מיט העכער,

knowing וויסנדיק 

that he hasn’t yet 
finished (reaching 
the highest levels) 

אז ער איז נאך 
 ניט פארטיק,

because there is 
yet higher 

ווארום עס איז 
 דא העכער

and even higher, ,און נאך העכער 

(and) through this 
(knowledge) 

 דורך דעם

the father 
(Hashem) drags 

with him 

איז דער אב גורר 
 מיט זיך

also the engaged 
man (the Jew) 

 אויך דעם ארוס

and it falls away אז עס פאלן אפ 

all limitations אלע הגבלות 

and he can even 
remove a previous 

vow. 
 ומיפר בקודמין.

The point of the 
matter is 

די נקודת 
 הענין איז,

that 
however high 

 אז ווי הויך

one may be, 
מען זאל ניט 

 זיין,

he may even 
be holding 

מען זאל 
 אפילו האלטן

by the Avoda of 
“marriage” (hi
ghest form of 

serving  
Hashem), 

ביי די עבודה 
 פון נישואין

he must know 
דארף מען 

 וויסן

that with his 
own strength 

אז מיטן 
 אייגענעם כוח

he is unable to 
go 

(accomplish), 

קעו מען ניט 
 גיין,

and he must און מען דארף 

connect 
himself 

 זיך פארבינדן

at all times   אלעמאל 

 טייטש ווארט ווארט טייטש ווארט טייטש
with that which is 

greater  
than himself, 

 מיט העכער
 פון זיך,

knowing וויסנדיק 

that there are 
אז עס איז 

 פאראן

even higher 
things/levels 

נאך העכערע 
 ענינים

and higher 
and higher 

העכער און 
 העכער,

to which וואס צו דעם 

he has not yet 
reached. 

איז ער נאך ניט 
 צוגעקומען,

And in 
that aspect 

 און אין דעם

he is by איז ביי אים 

the beginning 
stages of his 

Avoda. 

נאך די התחלת 
 העבודה,

And through this און דורך דעם 

that he 
connects himself 

וואס ער 
 פארבינדט זיך

 יא  



 

 יב 

Show Off Your Knowledge! 

4. What is the advantage of being “engaged”? 
 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. What “past” are we now able to change? 
 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 יג  

Show Off Your Knowledge! 

1. What are the three ways to annul a vow? 
 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why can a man only annul certain vows while he is engaged? 
 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. In Avoda, what does it mean to be “engaged? What does it mean to be 
 “married”? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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Notes: 
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________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

 טו 
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 לעילוי נשמת זאב צבי בן יוסף יצחק
• 

 לעילוי נשמת
 ר׫ מנחם נחום בן ר׫ משה יצחק ע"ה פרגר

 איש חסיד מקושר לכ"ק אדמו"ר
 נפטר ביום כ"א תמוז תשמ"א
 נדפס ע"י נכדו השליח התמים

 מנחם נחום גרינולד
• 

 לעילוי נשמת
 ר׫ קלונימוס בן שמעון

 ולעילוי נשמת
 מרת רחל גיטל חי׫ בת

אברהם אבא   


