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({This week's Parsﬁ

Pinchas, contains an ar-
ray of different ideas and
concepts, many of which
are also mentioned in
other Parshios. One of
the novel ideas that are
discussed in Pinchas is
the division of the land
of Israel to the different
tribes. Each tribe was al-
lotted a specific area of
the land that would be
theirs. The Possuk in-
forms us that a lottery
was used in order to de-
termine  which  tribe
would get which land.

2. The physical land of
Israel represents a spir-
itual concept, which is
the Jewish people's ser-
vice of Hashem. The divi-
sion of the land of Israel
into different sections
represents each person'’s
individual Avodah and
how it is unique to the
Avodah of everyone else.
Every Jew has a specific
path that is special for
him in order to connect
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himself to Hashem in the
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best possible way. Every person has their own strengths and faces their own challenges, a
therefore has their own personal way to accomplish that which is demanded of them.

3. When something is divided according to the results of a lottery, the results are ran-
* dom and without any calculation. If the division of Eretz Yisroel represents each Jew's
personal service of Hashem, it would seem that a lottery would be the least effective
way of going about it. When a person is trying to discover the path that would be
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calculation of hh
strengths and weakness-
es and come to a conclu-
sion of where his efforts
would best be rewarded.
A lottery would seem to
imply that when a person
is discovering his person-
al path in Avodah, it is
meant to be totally ran-
dom and without any
calculations whatsoever.

4. The Tzemach Tzedek
explains in a Maamar the
idea of a lottery: Gener-
ally, when a person
makes a decision, it is
based on their under-
standing of what is good
and what is bad. A lot-
tery, on the other hand,
represents a feeling of
going beyond your un-
derstanding and not lim-
iting your conclusion to
your own limited percep-
tion of the situation.

5. Every person has spe-

cial Mitzvos that have a
unique connection to his

standing.
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Neshomah. Like we find in the Gemorah that Tano'im and Amoro’im had certain Mitzvos w@
they were extra particular about. The same idea applies to every single Jew; everyone has some-
thing special that is his unique way of connecting with Hashem. The Torah is informing us that
when a person is trying to discover those specific Mitzvos that have a deep connection to his
Neshomah he must not base his judgement on his own personal evaluation. Rather, this assess-
ment must be made according to a lottery i.e., above and beyond his own under-

6.If a person were to base his judgement on the way he feels, then automatically he
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extra difficult and faces

ering your Avodah ac-
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tainly this isn't "his Mitz- Rest YorYIR

) . 9999
vah". The idea of discov- | forever A

cording to a "lottery" means that a person goes above and beyond the way he sees things and
the way he feels. He is able to recognize that the Mitzvos that come with extra struggles are the
ones he must focus his energy on achieving.

7. The very fact that a person faces challenges regarding certain Mitzvahs is a clear proof that
they have a unique connection to his Neshomah. Since the Yetzer Hora senses that this specific
Mitzvah is the way for this person to truly connect with Hashem, he will do everything in his
power to get in the way. A person must realize that those Mitzvos that come with more difficulty
are the ones that will elevate him to the greatest heights, and elevate the other Mitzvos which
come more easily. He must focus his efforts on overcoming the obstacles that are placed in front
of him and completing those Mitzvos with the utmost stringency, since those are the ones that
will place him on the greatest heights.

8. We can now understand why the division of Eretz Yisroel was done specifically through a lot-
tery. As we explained previously, the division of the land represents the different paths in Avodah
that every person has. When one is trying to become aware of which path will be the most effec-
tive, he must realize that it cannot be determined according to his on understanding, but rather
a lottery; he must go beyond his realm of comprehension. Only through committing himself to
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alot of
difficulties,
this is a proof
that this Mitzvah
has to him

more of a
connection.

From this itself

that (difficulties)
are standing

so much
against him,

is a proof

that this is for him

Qore important.

'YONY

TRANSLATIONS

VIRN

nIndYn
101" 0o

X7 R ORI TR
IR 07 1N
DX 1% LXIT

IyIyn
DN1ID»W X

D12 Q¥ 17D

Y7 ORM
T VIYVY

MR
TAVPLIX

7RI R TR

0°KR 7°R ORT X

Y1 yIvn

4] 0L340) VIRN
to those things in - ¥7 1% Y¥°XyD0
a special way. Doy
Rather, ghs!

this is something 121y X 1°X DX
which is higher

than all reason  712vn% 11D
and Ny oyvn
understanding,
which this is PR ORT ORI
the idea of 71y Y7
a lottery, 9773 11D
therefore IRDIVT

when one sees VYT VIR YN

that regarding a
certain Mitzvah

X OIN TR
XM YoMV

he has 9y VRN

wu»Y
The connection

of every
person

with his

special
(unique)

things
(Avodah)

is not
something

of reason or
understanding,

(something)
that he feels

VNN
mo»w 7

779 1D
oyITR

yMTvn

yHyIRYD0
0101y

V21 PR
]?Jy 1?7?
ayw 719

nyT

Y ORTY
Ul

with his mind =~ 2ow 11 1

that he has a
connection

X UR7 IV IR
NIo»w




SHOW OFF YOUR
KNOWLEDGE!?

1. HOW was Eretz Yisroel divided?

2. WHAT does the division of Eretz Yisroel represent?

3. WHAT does a lottery represent?

&. WHAT does it mean when a certain Mitzvah is hard for you? WHY?

§. WHY was the land divided in such a seemingly strange way?
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Seeing the Parsha the
way the Rebbe does




