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PINCHAS

JUST DO IT

A grave sin was being committed in front of the eyes of
the entire Jewish nation. Although many great men were
present, including Moshe himself, it was young Pinchas
who stepped forward and took action
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ﬂhat must be accomN

plished specifically by
him. It is a matter that
has been waiting for him
to achieve, and through
fulfilling his role, he will
reach his ultimate poten-
tial. Just as in matters of
physicality, every person
has their exclusive lot,
the same applies to spir-
ituality. Every person has
a specific spiritual alloca-
tion that must be accom-
plished by them alone.
There are matters in To-
rah that must be discov-
ered by them and there
are certain Mitzvahs that
must be completed by
them. Every person’s mis-
sion is unique. It may be,
that when one sees that
there is a matter at hand
that is being neglected
by others, it is because it
is his mission to fix the
issue.

3. In Seforim it is written
“Pinchas, this is Eliyahu”.
The question is asked;
Pinchas lived prior to Eli-
yahu, so it would seem
more correct to write
“Eliyahu, this is Pinchas"?
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The answer to this question

Pinchas.

can be found in the Zohar, where it is stated that Eliyahu did indeed exist before he
came down into this world as a person. He was in this world as an angel, and there-
fore we say “Pinchas, this is Eliyahu”, because the spark of Eliyahu was found within

[ - —
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powerful message to
those who are skeptical
about taking action
where others have failed
to do so. A person may
wonder where he will
gather the strength from,
in order to commit him-
self. To this we tell him
“Pinchas, this is Eliyahu”.
Just as Pinchas took ac-
tion at a time when no
one else would, and he
was given the special
powers of Eliyahu in the
form of an angel, the
same applies to every
person who finds the
courage to take action
regardless of the fact
that he is alone in his ac-
tivities. He is given spe-
cial powers in order to

fulfill his mission, and
perhaps even the powers
of an angel.

5. All of the young peo-
ple must realize that they
cannot make calculations
in order to exempt
themselves from taking
the initiative. They can- K
not say “well this person

Every minute is
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even thinking

Completely
permeated

He completely
put himself
away

On the side

It only remains

Complete faith
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should have done something” or

“that person should have done something”. Every time they bg
come aware of something that needs improvement, they must carry out the given task. They
must commit themselves with complete self-sacrifice. Self-sacrifice does not mean
one must climb up to a roof and throw himself off, rather it means that he must be
completely devoted to the cause in a quiet, humble way. In a manner that permeates
every aspect of his day. When one goes forth with the same Mesiras Nefesh that

[ - —
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ﬁinchas had, he bringﬁ ’ ‘
about the coming of Eli-
: Acrooked path  2¥11 7vm19p R Constantly P 7Ivow

yau, who will announce persecuting 19051

the arrival of the final re- People who 077337 '
demption. oppose Takes down DXIR LAY
- e gt Look TPIPIX] We don't TV LIDYA

o Every single thing that To put it off 13°9I8DR find this L] OR%T

is mentioned in the To- .

rah contains some new Ignite [II8IR Announce 171 wan
lesson or teaching. This own VIVITR Now UL
includes the story of how Speak with 177 Haskindled — 1I113¥2X OR7
r'nChaS k":ed Z;m”- Vxe them »Ton The Golus walls ~ ©I¥M N193 >
earn two laws from the ;

Argue with T'TIVYOMIR
story. The first one is law them »T 1N No proofs arRITR
of DTN PR 295 - CIearIy wnina
.. . Arguments Q°1112”

Recognizing that there is Becomelost  1IX%IRD 77V
a law, but we do not K The fire 190 V3 j

teach it (the law about
killing a man who lives to- \
gether with a non-Jewish woman is not told to people who come and ask, but someone who
knows it may act upon it) . The second one is 32 7"v23D 1’XIp - a zealot may strike him (as was the
case by Pinchas).

7.We see from these two laws that there may be times that if one would ask Beis Din whether he
is obligated to take action in a certain situation, they will answer no because Shulchan Aruch re-
quires them to say so. Nevertheless, the very same Shulchan Aruch says that a zealot, one who is
bothered deeply by what is happening, can and should take action.

8. Generally, a person must ask Beis Din before he does anything. But at a time when there is a
situation of being zealous for Hashem and defending his honor, such steps need not be taken.
Furthermore, if one were to ask Beis Din in such a circumstance, it can be compared to one who
asked regarding a matter of life and death, which surely has no place. The matter at hand should
have affected him so deeply and to such an extent that he cannot withhold from taking action. It
is not a time when he must ensure that every step he takes is secure; rather he must act and do
what he can. Every minute that he waits is wasted. Furthermore, even if Beis Din were to say that
he is not obligated or not allowed to take action, Shulchan Aruch writes that “A zealot may take

action”.
9. Every Jew, by nature cannot be separated from G-dliness, & has no desire to be.

*The only reason a Jew may come to commit a sin is due to the animal soul within

him. This means, that when a ones’s personal interests are set aside, he will have only
G-dly intentions, & will be able to trust that his impulses are directed toward holy

J
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R KNOWLEDGE!

&. WHAT lesson is learned from these Halachos?

§. WHEN can one trust his impulse?

é. WHAT does the Rebbe say is unique about the time we live in?

11. Similarly, we find ourselves now in the time of a plague. As the Frierdiker Rebbe put it,\
“The walls of Golus are burning”. We see clearly how many Jews are lost from the ways of Yid-
deshkeit and are on a path that will lead them to a life that conflicts with Torah. During a time of
such danger, one cannot afford to deliberate whether or not he is permitted to act. The matter
should concern him so deeply, that he has no choice but to do all he can to save Jewish souls. He
should not make calculations whether he is permitted to spend part of his study-time in order to
help another Jewish child find his way to Torah. The danger increases every minute and there-
fore he must act with haste regarding this urgent matter.

12. Every Jew must ignite the zealousness within himself, through learning Chassidus, and go out
of his own comfort zone in order to assist others. He must speak with other Jews with fervent
and heartfelt words through which he will ignite the fire of their Neshomo. (When there are
souls at risk it is not a time for calculated theological arguments, rather he must use passion and
soul in order to reach them.) Through this, we will merit to the coming of “Pinchas, this is Eli-
@hu”, who will announce the coming of Moshiach, may it be speedily in our days. )

N




SHOW OFF YOU

1. WHAT do we learn from the fact that none of the elders took any action
against Zimri?

2. HOW come it says “Pinchas, this is Eliyahu” if Pinchas was before Eliya-
hu?

3. WHAT two Halachos are learned from the story of Pinchas?

JAO'aaAJO places. So long as his body and animal soul are made insig-\
nificant, he can be rest assured that his intentions will be pure.
C‘Ncs’ts 10. At the time that Pinchas killed Zimri, the Jewish people were

( caught up in a terrible sin; serving the Avodah Zoroh of Baal
Pe’or. The Medrash tells us that the sin was so grave that until this day the Jewish people are
prosecuted because of it, and Moshe Rabeinu must constantly defend them and remove the
prosecution. Due to the sin, Hashem sent a plague that claimed the lives of tens of thousands of
Jews. It was only in the merit of Pinchas and his brave act, that the plague stopped. Similarly, he
merited to be the one who received Hashem's “covenant of peace” and attends every Bris Milah

(as we mentioned that Pinchas is Eliyahu). He will also be the one who will come and an-
* nounce the future redemption. We can see clearly from all of this the great power

that is found within an action of true Mesiras Nefesh.

J
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