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 פרשת  פנחס

just do it
A grave sin was being committed in front of the eyes of 
the entire Jewish nation. Although many great men were 
present, including Moshe himself, it was young Pinchas 
who stepped forward and took action

pinchas
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 ווארט טייטש ווארט טייטש

Concepts Translations 
ייטש'ןט  

Know וויסן 

If he sees אויב ער זעט 

He can do/act ער קאן טאן 

Must דארף 

Greater גרעסערע 

This means 
 ד.ה.

 )=דאס הייסט(

His זיין 

Specifically 
through this 

 דורכדעם
 דוקא

He will reach/
attain 

 וועט ער
 צוקומען

Just like אזוי ווי 

Every person יעדער איינער 

Portion חלק 

Also אויך 

In innovating אין מחדש זיין 

Accomplish אויפטאן 

If he merits, he 
receives his 

portion and the 
portion of his 

friend 

 זכה נוטל
חלקו וחלק 

 חבירו

Is speaking 
about 

 רעדט זיך
 וועגן

Higher העכער 

No one 
does it 

 קיינער טוט
 עס ניט

Since וויילע 

Accomplish אפטאן 

It is asked פרעגט מען 

On this אויף דעם 

First there 
was 

 פריער איז
 דאך געווען

Afterward דערנאך 

Today’s היינטיקער 

Is told over ווערט דערציילט 

Occurred פארגעקומען 

Did not know ניט געוואוסט 

What to do וואס צו טאן 

Although כאטש 

There were 
present 

 עס זיינען
 געווען דערביי

Then דאן 

Called out אנגערופן 

The youngest 
of the group 

דער צעיר 
 שבחבורה

Calculates רעכנט אויס 

Learned האט געלערנט 

First צו ערשט 

Afterward דערנאך 

It comes out קומט דאך איוס 

Equally גלייך 

Zealots may 
strike him 

 קנאים
 פוגעים בו

The one who 
read the letter 
should be the 
one to carry it 

out 

 קריינא
דאיגרתא איהו 
 להוי פרווקנא

The lesson די אנווייזונג 

There are עס זיינען פאראן 

Remain quiet שווייגן 

Regarding it וועגן דעם 

Not always ניט אלעמאל 

A proof א ראי׳ 

Do nothing גארניט טאן 

In order to 
dodge 

אויף ארויסדרייען 
 זיך

1.In this week’s Par-

sha, we read of the re-

ward that Pinchas was 

given, in merit of his 

zealous sanctification of 

Hashem’s name. In last 

week’s Parsha, we read 

about how a man named 

Zimri committed a terri-

ble sin in front of the en-

tire nation. The Gemara 

tells us that although 

Moshe and Aron were 

standing there, along 

with all the elders, it was 

Pinchas who yelled out 

the law “A zealot may 

strike him”. Pinchas was 

told that the one who 

called out the law should 

be the one to carry it out 

and he proceeded to 

take action against Zimri.   

2. A very strong lesson 

can be learned from this 

story. There are times 

that great leaders remain 

quiet regarding certain 

matters. This does not 

mean that one must not 

act in response to those 

situations. A person must 

be aware that if he sees 

an opportunity to take 

action, he must do so. 

The fact that no one else 

has acted, 

may be be-

cause it is 

something 

 ג  
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that must be accom-

plished specifically by 

him. It is a matter that 

has been waiting for him 

to achieve, and through 

fulfilling his role, he will 

reach his ultimate poten-

tial. Just as in matters of 

physicality, every person 

has their exclusive lot, 

the same applies to spir-

ituality. Every person has 

a specific spiritual alloca-

tion that must be accom-

plished by them alone. 

There are matters in To-

rah that must be discov-

ered by them and there 

are certain Mitzvahs that 

must be completed by 

them. Every person’s mis-

sion is unique. It may be, 

that when one sees that 

there is a matter at hand 

that is being neglected 

by others, it is because it 

is his mission to fix the 

issue. 

3. In Seforim it is written 

“Pinchas, this is Eliyahu”. 

The question is asked; 

Pinchas lived prior to Eli-

yahu, so it would seem 

more correct to write 

“Eliyahu, this is Pinchas”? 

The answer to this question 

can be found in the Zohar, where it is stated that Eliyahu did indeed exist before he 

came down into this world as a person. He was in this world as an angel, and there-

fore we say “Pinchas, this is Eliyahu”, because the spark of Eliyahu was found within 

Pinchas.  

 ה  

Without noise אן רעש 

Without 
commotion 

 אן טומל

Of day to day 
life 

-פון טאג
 טעגלעכן לעבן

Closes his ears  אוטם אזנו 

(from hearing bad) 

Shuts his eyes  עוצם עיניו 

(from seeing bad) 

Take the Torah 
to himself 

 נעמען תורה
 צו זיך

When one 
wants 

 אז מען וויל

It will be 
accomplished 

וועט מען 
 אויספירן

Of now פון איצטער 

Of making 
the world 

 אויף מאכן
 די וועלט

He was 
zealous 

 ער האט
 מקנא געווען

there is no 
house of study 

without a 
novelty 

אי אפשר לבית 
המדרש בלא 

 חידוש

We learn out לערנט מען אפ 

There exists פאראן 

It is the law, but 
we don’t teach it 

 הלכה ואין
 מורין כן

Zealots may 
strike him 

 קנאין פוגעין בו

Should have 
stated 

 געדארפט
 שטיין

According 
to this 

 לויט דעם

Even before נאך גאר פריער 

Was not ניט געווען 

A human child ילוד אשה 

Was born געבארן געווארן 

Father and 
mother 

פאטער און 
 מוטער

It is demanded מען מאנט 

Not to look at 
anyone 

ניט קוקן אויף 
 קיינעם

Take נעמען 

Prepared for 
him 

האט אים מזמין 
 געווען

He is given גיט מען אים 

It could be 
 עס קען

 געמאלט זיין

A spark א ניצוץ 

Our generation אונזער דור 

That this person 
could act 

 אז דער
 קאן טאן

That comes to 
their hand 

וואס קומט צו 
 זייער האנט

Doesn’t mean מיינט ניט 

Going up to 
a roof 

 ארופגיין אויף
 א דאך

Throw himself off   אראפווארפן זיך 

Translations 
ייטש'ןט  

Concepts 
 ווארט טייטש ווארט טייטש
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4. This serves as a 

powerful message to 

those who are skeptical 

about taking action 

where others have failed 

to do so. A person may 

wonder where he will 

gather the strength from, 

in order to commit him-

self. To this we tell him 

“Pinchas, this is Eliyahu”. 

Just as Pinchas took ac-

tion at a time when no 

one else would, and he 

was given the special 

powers of Eliyahu in the 

form of an angel, the 

same applies to every 

person who finds the 

courage to take action 

regardless of the fact 

that he is alone in his ac-

tivities. He is given spe-

cial powers in order to 

fulfill his mission, and 

perhaps even the powers 

of an angel. 

5. All of the young peo-

ple must realize that they 

cannot make calculations 

in order to exempt 

themselves from taking 

the initiative. They can-

not say “well this person 

should have done something” or “that person should have done something”. Every time they be-

come aware of something that needs improvement, they must carry out the given task. They 

must commit themselves with complete self-sacrifice. Self-sacrifice does not mean 

one must climb up to a roof and throw himself off, rather it means that he must be 

completely devoted to the cause in a quiet, humble way. In a manner that permeates 

every aspect of his day. When one goes forth with the same Mesiras Nefesh that 

Translations 
ייטש'ןט  

 ז  

Concepts 

Every minute is 
being wasted 

א שאד יעדע 
 מינוט

He does not 
want 

 ניט ער
 וויל

He can not ניט ער קען 

Becomes 
separated 

 זיין א נפרד

That is in him וואס אין אים 

He is aroused ער ווערט נתעורר 

Not for the 
purpose of 

 ניט צוליב

He is not 
even thinking 

 ער טראכט
 אפילו ניט

Completely 
permeated 

אינגאנצן 
 דורכגענומען

He completely 
put himself 

away 

זיך 
אוועקגעלייגט 

 אינגאנצן

On the side אן א זייט 

It only remains עס בלייבט נאר 

Complete faith 
in Hashem 

באמנה אתו 
 יתברך

Does not 
disturb 

 איז ניט מבלבל

Therefore דערפאר 

We see זעען מיר 

And the plague 
stopped 

 ותעצר
 המגפה

Such things אזעלכע זאכן 

One comes מען קומט 

Asking what 
to do 

 פרעגן וואס
 צו טאן

They will 
answer 

וועלן זיי 
 ענטפערן

Because וויילע 

Nevertheless פונדעסטוועגן 

Same זעלבן 

He does 
not come 

 ער קומט ניט

He acts alone ער טוט אליין 

How he feels ווי ער איז מרגיש 

He was 
in tune 

ער האט מכוון 
 געווען

Every time אלע מאל 

It is dealing with עס האנדלט זיך 

Needed to 
permeate him 

געדארפט 
 דערנעמען

To such an 
extent 

 אויף אזוי פיל

Without asking ניט פרעגנדיק 

Then דאן 

Not want ניט וועלן 

An iron bridge 
(no risks 
involved) 

אן אייזערנער 
 בריק

 ווארט טייטש ווארט טייטש
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Constantly 
persecuting 

 שטענדיק
 מקטרג

Takes down נעמט אראפ 

We don’t 
find this 

 געפינט מען
 דאס ניט

Announce מבשר זיין 

Now איצטער 

Has kindled האט אנגעצונדן 

The Golus walls די גלות ווענט 

No proofs קיין ראיות 

Clearly במוחש 

Become lost ווערן פארלארן 

Pinchas had, he brings 

about the coming of Eli-

yau, who will announce 

the arrival of the final re-

demption.  

6. Every single thing that 

is mentioned in the To-

rah contains some new 

lesson or teaching. This 

includes the story of how 

Pinchas killed Zimri. We 

learn two laws from the 

story. The first one is law 

of הלכה ואין מורין כן - 

Recognizing that there is 

a law, but we do not 

teach it (the law about 

killing a man who lives to-

gether with a non-Jewish woman is not told to people who come and ask, but someone who 

knows it may act upon it) . The second one is קנאין פוגעין בו - a zealot may strike him (as was the 

case by Pinchas).  

7.We see from these two laws that there may be times that if one would ask Beis Din whether he 

is obligated to take action in a certain situation, they will answer no because Shulchan Aruch re-

quires them to say so. Nevertheless, the very same Shulchan Aruch says that a zealot, one who is 

bothered deeply by what is happening, can and should take action.  

8. Generally, a person must ask Beis Din before he does anything. But at a time when there is a 

situation of being zealous for Hashem and defending his honor, such steps need not be taken. 

Furthermore, if one were to ask Beis Din in such a circumstance, it can be compared to one who 

asked regarding a matter of life and death, which surely has no place. The matter at hand should 

have affected him so deeply and to such an extent that he cannot withhold from taking action. It 

is not a time when he must ensure that every step he takes is secure; rather he must act and do 

what he can. Every minute that he waits is wasted. Furthermore, even if Beis Din were to say that 

he is not obligated or not allowed to take action, Shulchan Aruch writes that “A zealot may take 

action”.  

9. Every Jew, by nature cannot be separated from G-dliness, & has no desire to be. 

The only reason a Jew may come to commit a sin is due to the animal soul within 

him. This means, that when a ones’s personal interests are set aside, he will have only 

G-dly intentions, & will be able to trust that his impulses are directed toward holy 

A crooked path א קרומען וועג 

People who 
oppose 

 מנגדים

Look נאכקוקן 

To put it off אפצולייגן 

Ignite אנצינדן 

Own אייגענע 

Speak with 
them 

 ריידן
 מיט זיי

Argue with 
them 

 אויס'טענה'ן
 מיט זיי

Arguments ויכוחים 

The fire דעם פייער 

Translations 
ייטש'ןט  

 ט  

Concepts 
 ווארט טייטש ווארט טייטש



 

Started 

a selected section of the Sicha  

with a linear translation  

יניארי לרגום תיחה עם שלק פרטי מהח  

 י 



 

or אדער 

a Jewish 
girl 

א אידישע 
 מיידעלע

can become, קאנען ווערן 

Heaven forbid, חס ושלום 

lost from 
Judaism, 

פארלארן פון 
 אידישקייט,

in such a time אין אזא צייט 

one need 
not go 

 דארף מען
 ניט גיין

to Beis Din צו בית דין 

and research in 
Seforim 

און נאכקוקן 
 אין ספרים

whether he is 
allowed 

 צי ער מעג

to “waste” an 
hour of learning 

מבטל זיין א 
 שעה לערנען

for this purpose צוליב דעם 

or not ,צי ניט 

and other such 
questions. 

און נאך 
 אזעלכע שאלות

Because ווארום 

it is a danger עס איז א סכנה 

every minute it is 
pushed off. 

יעדער מינוט 
 אפצולייגן,

One must act!! .מען דארף טאן 

how ווי 

many Jewish 
people 

כמה וכמה 
 מישראל

in the diaspora אין חוץ לארץ 

and in the holy 
land, 

און אין ארץ 
 הקדושה

may it be rebuilt, ת"ו 

become lost ווערן פארלארן 

from Judaism. ,פון אידישקייט 

They go זיי גייען 

on a 
crooked path 

 אויף א
 קרומען וועג

and this 
leads them 

 וואס דאס
 פירט זיי

that they should 
become, 

אז זיי זאלן 
 ווערן

Heaven forbid, חס ושלום 

people who 
oppose Hashem 

 מנגדים
 על הוי'

and his Torah. ,ועל תורתו 

In such 
a time, 

איז אין אזא 
 צייט

a time 
of a fire, 

 א צייט פון
 א שריפה,

a time א צייט 

that 
Jewish boy 

וואס א 
אידישער 
 אינגעלע

Now is 
איצטער איז 

 דאך

also אויך 

a time of a 
plague, 

א זמן פון א 
 מגיפה,

G-d should 
save us. 

 ר"ל.

Like the Previous 
Rebbe has said 

ווי כ"ק מו"ח 
אדמו"ר האט 

 געזאגט

That 
Hashem 

אז דער 
 אויבערשטער

has kindled האט אנגעצונדן 

the walls of 
Golus. 

 די גלות
 ווענט,

Which this is 
something 

וואס דאס איז 
 אן ענין

that we don’t 
need to have 

וואס מען דארף 
 ניט האבן

any proofs 
on it 

אויף דעם קיין 
 ראיות

and 
explanations, 

 און
 הסברות,

rather we 
see this 

 נאר מען
 זעט דאס

clearly. .במוחש 

We see 
clearly 

מען זעט 
 במוחש

 יא  

Translations 
ייטש'ןט  

 טייטש ווארט ווארט טייטש ווארט טייטש



 

4. What lesson is learned from these Halachos? 
 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

5. When can one trust his impulse? 
 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What does the Rebbe say is unique about the time we live in? 

 
______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 יב 

Show Off Your Knowledge! 

11. Similarly, we find ourselves now in the time of a plague. As the Frierdiker Rebbe put it, 

“The walls of Golus are burning”. We see clearly how many Jews are lost from the ways of Yid-

deshkeit and are on a path that will lead them to a life that conflicts with Torah. During a time of 

such danger, one cannot afford to deliberate whether or not he is permitted to act. The matter 

should concern him so deeply, that he has no choice but to do all he can to save Jewish souls. He 

should not make calculations whether he is permitted to spend part of his study-time in order to 

help another Jewish child find his way to Torah. The danger increases every minute and there-

fore he must act with haste regarding this urgent matter.  

12. Every Jew must ignite the zealousness within himself, through learning Chassidus, and go out 

of his own comfort zone in order to assist others. He must speak with other Jews with fervent 

and heartfelt words through which he will ignite the fire of their Neshomo. (When there are 

souls at risk it is not a time for calculated theological arguments, rather he must use passion and 

soul in order to reach them.) Through this, we will merit to the coming of “Pinchas, this is Eli-

yahu”, who will announce the coming of Moshiach, may it be speedily in our days.    



 

places. So long as his body and animal soul are made insig-

nificant, he can be rest assured that his intentions will be pure.  

10. At the time that Pinchas killed Zimri, the Jewish people were 

caught up in a terrible sin; serving the Avodah Zoroh of Baal 

Pe’or. The Medrash tells us that the sin was so grave that until this day the Jewish people are 

prosecuted because of it, and Moshe Rabeinu must constantly defend them and remove the 

prosecution. Due to the sin, Hashem sent a plague that claimed the lives of tens of thousands of 

Jews. It was only in the merit of Pinchas and his brave act, that the plague stopped. Similarly, he 

merited to be the one who received Hashem’s “covenant of peace” and attends every Bris Milah 

(as we mentioned that Pinchas is Eliyahu). He will also be the one who will come and an-

nounce the future redemption. We can see clearly from all of this the great power 

that is found within an action of true Mesiras Nefesh. 

Concepts 

 יג  

Show Off Your Knowledge! 
1. What do we learn from the fact that none of the elders took any action 
 against Zimri? 
 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How come it says “Pinchas, this is Eliyahu” if Pinchas was before Eliya-
 hu? 
 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What two Halachos are learned from the story of Pinchas? 
 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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Seeing the Parsha the 
way the Rebbe does 
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