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CONCEPTS

(1. As we have menN

tioned many times previ-
ously, every single detall
that is mentioned in the
Torah, contains eternal
lessons that are relevant
to every person. Interest-
ingly, this does not only
apply to the command-
ments found within the
Torah, but also to every
single story and detall
which is cited in the To-
rah. Although it may
seem that a certain as-
pect is connected to a
specific situation that
may no longer be rele-
vant, there are still les-
sons to be learned.

2. This is especially appli-
cable regarding Yetzias
Mitzrayim. The Alter
Rebbe explains in Tanya
that the Mitzvah of re-
membering the Exodus
from Egypt every day,
refers to the spiritual
Avodah of leaving one's
own spiritual limitations.
Everything that the Torah
tells us about Yetzias
Mitzrayim, is a direct les-
son as to how we are

passing our self imposed
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boundaries. Yetzias Mitzrayim was initiated by the ten plagues, through which the
pride of Mitzrayim was shattered. We will now explain the spiritual significance of the
first two plagues, blood and frogs, and their relevance in a Jews personal Avodah.
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CONCEPTS

(3. During the firsﬁ

plague, the water of the
Nile River was trans-
formed into blood. Wa-
ter, in its natural state, is
cold. Coldness represents
the opposite of holiness,
being that holiness is al-
ways connected to life
which brings warmth to-
gether with it. This is a
clear indication that the
first step in a person’s
journey out of his own
“Mitzrayim” is to remove
any traces of
“coldness” (ie apathy) to-
wards holiness. If a per-
son is void of passion for
7w, it will lead him to
all other sorts of n9°%p
associated with Mitz-
rayim.

4. The Torah tells us that
the plague of blood was
targeted at the water of
the Nile River. Regarding
indifference, there are
two ways that it may oc-
cur. The first one is when
a person feels no excite-
ment towards
and mundane matters; this
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feeling stems from 71w13p. The second one is when a person feels no excitement towards matters
of holiness; this feeling stems from 19°%p. Similarly, there are two types of water; water that
descends from above. This represents the holy coldness. And, water that arises from below, which
represents the unholy type of indifference. The Nile was comprised of water that
arose from below. This indicates that it represents coldness to holy and G-dly mat-
ters, which is the source for all other matters of 19°%p. For this reason, the first step in
destroying Mitzrayim was removing all feelings of “coldness” towards 1wy7p.

J

[ nd—



Fahinhl’f

VY MRY WY MU, DR
(OPT YamT MRy NPT
YN SYEN3 WODIRT ORN LI

20%9 9T 1D PRDMIR IR

1 OPR 7Y YT 1D 7D o7
"N 9YOYSLTA R D DR 19OPBR
=9p R DR PR POYIB IR DIYYD
X IR OXT ORM LAVNTP I N1

008 DRMIB MR NPR

X IYRPIYTYA YR OAIRT IRDIYT
WD AINT P ORW INT LYY 7
PR7EMI%D, 7O 1IN MV MR
Y5 PR 7T 1ORP 2V /BT, —
JUTP 7D DY 0T PR

VORI AORT (YR N LPNE NN
AP PR ODPPRYIRT 0T T s
TOYID TN YN AIRT UR BT —
5301Y 1% DWPUSRP T YT A
IWINT ORI ORN VTV — BMWI
Y MO PO NPUN MR T TR
NR BT — W AW YIIEY —
®® BRIy MPun YNR 0T N7
0%9%87% 11D DM B

STEYT 970 WT PR Phoa WK
WYY CIRIWT PR VM Mo WD
IR 5N JUOIRNK2 OYT vNS A
99T K JORM MO A nywa
7 PR AT W2 O™ R OWD
TONRIDNNR YR AIRT CIRT YWY
PYIY PR 9 PRT IPUXIAY YUK
PO POYLWITIR YD 1P BORDYT
A7 R O9XD DY 1ORM IR o0
SIomS /9RY

S0uRY unbn 970 XK ORY
=985 R IR NS a5ynbn 9yay
TR 2W AWYY WD 970 WLIYP

¥n VO™ ORT LYW N0 TRIWT

NN?

Wb

(1T DPIYST

SRR OPROLITIR PN AIRT
PRODTPIYAY? R OPR O MpRYY
YR WT QWM AWVIPI 303y
— LD1MP TR YT WM PO B

JMPULRP

MK TR ORN VT T P oY
™D B DRI OIYM IR WYY T
Y3 IRT BIW D AUV PR OIRD
JWHYN PR IR YUIYPIRD PP
PP VI LRI YN IR ORT LOX
TAVITP PR OIRP

B PR DY IR JOM BB AIRT

DO POTOIYP IYR IR LM YR M
T°TOORP BO3) WAR BN PR OPAN
T OIOKRP DO TR PR LIVVTP TR
PR/ MR O1IRN LD Y PR
DY MO MO PR AWVVTP 1B BORP
D79 ,B0M8n DRDW PRI 1n

VAR WT LD IRDIWT MK

IR MY v nIn b my
PYBNI 2 YRT W IR X 19opey
nywa YR IR LNPER DD M
P M9 NDWY bl X LYY W
PO VYL PR OO IZ 9780 99T
1 ORV JLORT ORM PR X
YR YT BYT DD I Syen:
- @Oy YOR IR IRT poanha
@7 PR OJPwIYanR oyt 1o pn
oRM 219 P9 R PR OIWPVWIVANN
P DMLY YOR ana ooR b
"9 IR DIWWD INT X AYIVRI PP
$97 B AYILRI P jaNT DR
7D JUTIIWAR WP W X MK
NPT ANR “yYan. DMK X

K12 DAY (16

- O




JAJI22AlIO
CONCEPTS

(5. Not only was tha
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feeling of coldness re-
moved, but it was com-
pletely transformed into
blood which represents
life, warmth and excite-
ment towards 7wyIp. This
is why the Torah makes a
point to inform us that
this transformation also
occurred “on dry land”.
Dry land is a step further
down than water, being
that it lacks even the
moisture that exists in
cold water. Moisture rep-
resents the ability to con-
nect with other substanc-
es i.e. holiness. During
the plague of blood,
even cold and dry matter
was transformed into ex-
citement and warmth.

6. The second plague,
frogs, was there to create
the very opposite effect:
to bring about coldness
into Egypt. Frogs are

cold-blooded animals
that live in the cold wa-

ter.  Hashem plaguedk
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Mitzrayim with frogs in or-

der to “cool down” their excitement and passion for worldly and physical matters. This is why the
Torah tells us that the frogs entered into the Egyptians ovens, being that the ovens represent the
heat and excitement the Egyptians had. Although generally 79°%p is associated with coldness,
there is also an element of excitement within Klipa that must be destroyed.

*7. The lesson to be learned from all of the above, is that if a person is attempting to
leave his own Mitzrayim, as is demanded of him, then he must make every effort to in-
fuse his Avoda with warmth, passion and excitement. Additionally, he must remove
any trace of indifference. A person may think; so long as | am not doing anythiny
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become excited regarding \
G-dly matters, even miracles. The Yetzer Hara tries convincing a Jew that if it is true that Hashem
is indeed Infinite, then any miracle that He does, is nothing to get excited about. The intention of
the Yetzer Hara, is to dampen the flames of excitement a person usually experiences regarding G
-dly matters. If the Yetzer Hara is successful in his endeavours, this will lead the person to be-
come involved in many other undesirable matters. This is why a person must recognize that he
must always make a conscious effort to prevent himself from becoming “cold” and unexcited
about his Avoda. And, just like he must maintain a "warm” feeling towards matters of holiness, he
must also make an effort to remain “cold” to mundane matters.

8. The Avoda of a person to be “warm” and excited regarding nwy7p, is within the realm of nwy
2 - proactive good. And, the Avodah of removing all excitement from worldly matters, is within
the realm of ¥y 770 - turning away from evil. Although generally the order is that first one must
remove all bad from within and then he can begin to bring good into himself, in this case, such a
principle would not apply. When a person is using the power within himself, he must first remove
the dirt in order to bring about the holiness. But, being that the plagues came from Hashem, the
holiness within them contained the power to automatically remove the evil, and therefore it was
not necessary to first experience the ¥am 910 before the 2w nwy. Hence, the plague of blood
preceded that of frogs.

9. We learn from this order of the plagues, that a person must sometimes begin with doing
good, even before he feels he has fully removed any undesirable trait within himself. Through a
person'’s positive actions, he will draw down a tremendous amount of light, which will automati-
cally push away any darkness that may exist within him.
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R KNOWLEDGE!

1 GOLD

WHAT do these two n1on teach us regarding our own personal attempt
to leave our own o»x»?

WHAT is y91 710? WHAT is 210 nwy? AND which one generally comes
first?

WHEN would be an exception to this rule? WHY?




SHOW OFF YOU

1. WHAT does it mean to “leave Mitzrayim” in the realm of Avodah?

2. EXPLAIN what the 1151 of blood was accomplishing? WHY was it targeted
at the Nile?

3. WHAT was the 301 of frogs accomplishing?
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