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Classic Concepts

We currently find ourselves in “The

three weeks”; this is a period in which

we commemorate the suffering of the
Jewish nation endured throughout our history
in exile, specifically the time leading up to the
destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh. The first
time the concept of Golus is mentioned in the
Torah is during the ©>1n2n 2 m92 in which
Hashem made a covenant with Avraham that
he and his descendants would be Hashem’s
chosen nation for all eternity. During that cov-
enant Hashem informed Avraham that there
would be a time when the Jewish people
would suffer i.e. exile.

Why do friends make a covenant? A

covenant ensures that the feeling of love

and loyalty which they are experiencing
now will remain forever, regardless of the cir-
cumstances. A covenant is a way for friends to
express to each other that the relationship
they share is not based on reason or motive,
but an inherent love that will be there always.
After a covenant is made, even if something
arises which may normally be reason to dis-
continue the relationship, or even develop a
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feeling of hatred; as long as they had previous-
ly made a covenant, the love and loyalty will
remain strong and steadfast.

Such a covenant must be made at a

time when this inherent love is strongly

felt. This is so that each party can ensure
that the strong feeling of affection they are
experiencing right now will remain forever. It
would seem strange that at such a moment,
when Hashem’s love for Avraham was shining
so strongly, Hashem would choose to mention
the future exiles, which seem to be the oppo-
site of love and loyalty.

There is a Medrash which explains

that Avraham actively chose that his

children should endure the pain of exile
in exchange for the suffering of Gehinom. Ac-
cording to this explanation, the fact that the
Jews suffer in exile is indeed a kindness, rela-
tive to the suffering they would have had to
endure in Gehenom. This explanation is still
insufficient, since at a time when love is shin-
ing so strongly, any mention of suffering
would seem out of place, regardless of the con-




Fahinki™

LR IXARIDIZ WT POT AIRT WN
"BR YT WIYN PER LAYN XA
AT AYwa TMbn ayT o ND o ARTD
X VIYN RSN OYT M3 IR M2

Jamm R MBSy e Y

PR OON VY 9Y»n YAk TR ORT
IV NPMNNIE PR OWaAR LNenRen
M2 OPON YT DRT OIRT X
BIND DY ORN TIOR OYT 1D I29TXY
“BX TNbna AW X 30 oys
293 TRbn YT PE T PR
ORT W Sow oyT P Yapn
TP WT R DM M VM X
oy X ™a Sow oyei ayT o
XT YN R AN IR OOKTY MR
ND Iy IR TMbn ByT M 1M
Mo P2 MO0 IR AR LAMm mb
5N YT PO aban vy v bt
DAW DY oyt TN

5T WT ORN IR LOMR VAW
"X2 R KRB DRT R YOV R
YT ND VPPN T MR M
9 PR wInn Yow yT X mboa
n500% 1NanR ST XM Lana
YT T Abam Bk SM Yy oyn
HRT AYWY IR OORTY PR SOw oy
MO IR VAR MDY DYV R PO
YT IYMIPIE ORI PRT M0 9o
Do
T POUYIIRD VA LYN DYT vNS
I DA IR LM 1Ay DRt
J3mM M R Oy PR DLNXN PR
non ORT R N1MANS PR OWAR
TWT D ML YT Nt R
D NN QYT TXM ATV AN
IR OORTD TR OITNYA AR YT
“sMa 12N MBS R P OBRT Aywd
BXT 10 55 M0 X AR Lnenx

opiginly]

Wb

=IO OWIR PROPIR YT o
05170 T VY T AR oW
VIR Q78 MR DT M oM
» PR L DIMDY WOR YN 1PNR 5K
TWOMY  LPYWYAIVTININD DY JART
MR MY WY — WPYYD PSR

DT

AN AT WT RWP T IRT X
ny e TP XOTYNYA OIRT R
YT IR DY LMY M PR
0219977 TAYR WT IYIYA PR USRS

2PAR PR WK Qhap

T UAYLPIYT LW MTON PR
Swn X UM Md N0 1hIyn Denes
$TM5N% AT nyswn 1D

bew  YBEwn TR 27 R nywa
R VM DRIVYNZ W PR TN
nywa .Tnbn oyt ® 25 v
TR UORD YBWA WT JLONIR N
BPYI R OO PT PR O oYY
YAy IR 0 QYT IXN PRIV
=2 T IR T Sown nptan Mo
WH ANR PR APIAT WT N ARW
WY IR OTORA IR BN LARTW
TWUYEY 1R OPYNI ST VYN ApNan
PR O PP 4P 13 vy
2977 S AR NenUID Ry IR
I PRIIZ T W 5 LTndbnnh
WIYP PR SRT W IR ApNaAn W
SR OOT M TN MR IR YN
S50 T % IR Jayatya

25 DWwn R 29 WT IR nNywa
PR O POw nphan Wyt
DIX IRIVINIZ R W YN ORN
YT LIPN WIRNY POXR Yow oy
XN YRR PR TOMbn o8 25 naow

JYBYA T PR O
Y R PR OSOW W1 YT OXM
POR — 9D R IR WY



Classic Concepts

text in which it is brought.

The positioning of the Keruvim on top

of the Aron reflected the spiritual state

of the Jewish people. At a time when
Hashem was pleased with the Jewish people
and felt close to them, the Keruvim would be
facing each other, and when this feeling didn’t
exist, the Keruvim would face away from each
other. The Medrash tells us that at the time
when the nations were entering the Beis
Hamikdosh during its destruction, they found
the Keruvim in the embracing position, which
seems to reflect Hashem’s closeness to the
Jewish nation. How could it be that during the
destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh, which in-
dicates Hashem'’s withdrawal from the Jewish
people, the Keruvim would be facing each other?

Chassidus explains the whole idea of
Golus with a Yvn of how a teacher gives
information to his student. When a
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teacher is teaching, his entire focus and con-
centration is directed at the student, so he can
explain the concept to the best of his ability, in
a way the student will be able to understand.
If, in the middle of teaching, a whole new con-
cept was to flash in the teacher’s mind, the
teacher would be forced to “withdraw” his at-
tention from the student, and focus on grasp-
ing that which just flashed in his mind. For if
he were to push it off until later, all the think-
ing in the world wouldn’t necessarily bring
that insight back. The purpose of withdrawing
from the student, in essence, is for the benefit
of the student himself. The teacher is so com-
mitted to his student that he doesn’t want
him to miss out on this new concept, which
just flashed before him. He therefore must
temporarily “remove” himself from his stu-
dent, so he can fully comprehend this new idea
himself, and eventually give it over to his stu-
dent.
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....... 7oWin Cameinto..........MX VIt
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Classic Concepts

It is understood, that the deeper the

concept, the more the teacher must

“remove” himself from the student in
order to fully comprehend it. What the stu-
dent sees as the biggest display of betrayal re-
ally is an expression of the teacher’s untiring
dedication to the success of his student. The
teacher considers it well worth it to remove
his attention from his student temporarily so
that eventually the student will be able to ap-
preciate this novel idea.

This is also the idea of Golus. Although

it may seem that it is a time when our

teacher (Hashem) has betrayed us, in
reality, it is all part of a process of great revela-
tion. Just like a teacher’s withdrawal from a
student is part of a process in which the stu-
dent will receive something he wouldn’t have
been able to otherwise, so too Golus is a pro-
cess through which we will be able to receive
the revelations of Moshiach. The way we see
Golus is only the external aspect, just as a stu-
dent can’t understand why his teacher has
abandoned him. On a deeper level, however, it
is an expression of Hashem’s love for us and
part of a process which will prepare us for the
greatest revelations.

A proof for this theory is the fact that

throughout Golus, the plight of the Jew-

ish people is constantly deteriorating. If
the whole purpose of Golus is to act as atone-
ment for our Aveiros, the Golus should be get-
ting easier as we atone for our Aveiros. We see
that just the opposite is the case; as the years
go by, Golus becomes more and more difficult.
This was true in the times of Golus Mitzrayim
and also applies to our present day Golus. As
the years go by we find ourselves in unprece-
dented darkness. As we explained previously,
the more the teacher is involved in compre-
hending the new concept which “flashed” in
his mind, the greater the feeling of betrayal
will be by the student. The same applies to
Golus. As we come closer to the time of Geu-
lah, the concentration on those revelations
becomes greater, and as a result, the Golus be-
comes stronger.

We can now understand why the
Keruvim were facing each other
during the time of the destruction
of the Beis Hamikdosh. The way we perceive
Golus is based on our very external, limited
view. We therefore view it as “betrayal” and
“withdrawal”, just as the student assumes it
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diminishes .......... Wi7'x1m | Presentday........ li7"Tvopx'X | Proof...... ... ... ... .. nond!
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ltiscalled .......... pvporn | Wereliving ... .. pD1v7viajaxin | Onesees............ 1vn byt
Heals .. ........... ... pmajy | After .o X1 | Thereisalso .. ... TIX IXIXD TR
Because of the ouTTyn | ThebitterGolus ..... .nnm71 | Would have been .. qunvip7xn
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Classic Concepts

about his teacher. If we look a little deeper in-
to the reality of what is happening we see that
it is all a display of the kindness of Hashem.
Therefore, in the Kodesh Hakodoshim, the
place where G-dliness was totally revealed and
open, the Keruvim were facing each other, be-
cause all that was felt there was the inner
meaning of the beginning of Golus, the love of
Hashem.

This also answers our original

question regarding the mention of

Golus during the time of the Bris
Bein Habesarim. Now that we understand that
Golus is really an expression of Hashem’s deep
love for the Jewish people, and His desire to
reveal to us the greatest levels of G-dliness, we
no longer view Golus as “evil”, but rather a
stage in achieving Hashem’s goal. During the
covenant, Hashem was informing Avraham
about the future that awaits the Jewish peo-
ple. The fact that Golus was also mentioned

Notwithstanding . . . 7' Ti7i7 L1

then was just as part of the process. So it was-
n’t intended as a warning about future suffer-
ing, but rather Hashem informing Avraham
that great things await his children.

The lesson we take from this is

that we must not let ourselves be

affected by the dark times in
which we find ourselves. We must constantly
remember that the darker it seems, the closer
we are getting to Geulah. In order to actually
bring about the Geulah we must do two
things: 1) Always remember that our percep-
tion of Golus is just an external view of the
kindness Hashem is showing us. 2) We must
constantly remain connected with our
“teacher’-Hashem, even at the time when He
may seem “removed”. Through our yearning to
remain connected to Hashem even at a time
when we cannot feel His closeness, we will
bring about the actual revelation of Moshiach
Tzidkeinu. May it be speedily in our days!!
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torevealtohim................. 1T N7an 0'X
thenew concept, .. ............. 75w DY DYT
itisworthwhile ..................... IXTD TR
that for a period of time . ............. nuw7 I
there should be a N T 7RT
concealment and “removal”, ....... i717'01 07V
solongasattheend ............ N0 1D TX "IX

it will come to him (the student) junij7ix DX 1¥ 7X1

thenewconcept................. 7oW WMIWT
Accordingtothis.................... DYT LMY
we will understand . ......... 1"DYWIXRA VN LY
the inneridea of exile. . . . . .. TN73i1 "1V 'R0 T
Thatalthough ....................... DA TX
externally..................... TIXN 'R TX

it is an exile and a destruction, 13711 M72 X DY "X

butinternally . ............... T'MA 'K TWIX
itis the T"707 DXT 'R
ultimate revelation,............... A 7N
therevelation ...................... 17127

of the future redemption. . . ATTVYN A71IXk1WT 10

And because of the revelation . ... 172 0YUTTX¥N1

of the future WTIWT A
redemption,................... NTTVN 1713
itisworthwhile ..................... XTI TN
that for a period of time . ............. nuwY7 Ix
it should be an exile X 1T INT

and destruction externally, . . T1'11¥'N1 127101 172

aslongasattheend .......... 1D 72 N1D TX "IX
it willcomeabout ................ UNI7IX '7XT
therevelation ...................... 17717

of the future redemption. .. ITTVA 7RI WT 12

Butthisis...................... IWIX T'X DXT
NOMOIE . .\ttt et D1VUN
thanexternally, . ................ XN PR T

but in the inner dimension . 1"1vi1 M1"N"1A 1'% WA

this is the QYT DXTIRT 'R

ultimate revelation. .............. 17120 170N
Andonthecontrary,.................. 177X
fromthisitself................... 17X DVUT 10
that it is worthwhile DV DX
(for) the teacher, . ................ 11 DYUT LIMY7
for the benefit of the student, . T'n7nn N1 1771
to “remove” himself .............. 7T 1ARDAX
fromthestudent, .............. TN7N 0YT I
in order (that he will 171X
be able)toreceive................... 11 '73;7n
thenewconcept, ............... wINn 70w DVUT
thisitselfshows. ............... DI M7X DXT
howgreat ............... ... ... ... D'mam
isthedearness .................. 71 WT TR
of the new concept, .......... 75w DY DYT 10
until (thepoint) .. ......... ... ... .. ..... 1
that it is worthwhile ............ XTI 'R DV X
that for a period of time . ... .. ... V7T X IR TX
itwillbe . ........ ... ... ... ... VU 7XT
bythestudent.................. TN7N DYT M
the idea/feeling of 111 11V X
“exile” and “destruction”, .. ......... 12N m7a
solongas ......... ... .. i TX "IN
attheend ....................... 1D 72 N0
(the teacher) will 1VIV{7 JUN 7T
be abletoreveal .................... 17 '7an
(to) the student T'NY7N DYUT
thenewconcept. .............. 7ow Dy DYUT
Comesout, ....................... D"IX DNI{7

that however much
greater the concealmentis, .. ..

VT DX T
VDV T'X D7Vil

thisitself . ......... ... . ... ...... X011 DXT 1K

isaproof ....... ... ... .. ... IR X



Why were the Kruvim facing
each other during the Y27 n?

Why did Hashem mention Golus
during the ©9n2an 2 m2?

How can we bring about the
actual revelation of Moshiach?




Test Your Knowledge

Why would two friends
make a covenant?

How were the Kruvim positioned during the
time of the destruction? Why is this strange?

Explain the Moshol of a teacher and his
student, and how it applies to Golus.

How do we know Golus isn't just
atonement for our Aveiros?
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