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Special cities were set aside to aid those who were in need of
refuge. Torah serves as the Jewish people's refuge from all
danger. Some people may not know the way there, but it is our
responsibility to show them.
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This week’s Parsha discusses the cities

which Moshe was commanded to set

aside as VOPN »Y, cities of refuge. When
a person killed someone else unintentionally
and was being chased by the victim’s family as
a result, these designated areas served as a
safe haven where he couldn’t be harmed. The
roads and pathways which led to these cities
had to be easily accessible and clearly marked
in order that a person needing to find his way
there would have no difficulty doing so. Just
as there were cities of refuge in a physical
sense, there is also a spiritual place of refuge
and safety. This would be the words of Torah,
which protect a person from spiritual dangers.

Just as the physical cities of refuge
were able to protect someone — even one
who killed another intentionally, the
same would apply to the power of protection
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the Torah contains within its holy words. The
Torah not only protects those who may have
sinned by mistake, but even people that have
sinned on purpose.

The roads which led to the vYpn »vy

were wide and easy roads. Additionally,

at every fork in the road, when there
were two options of how to continue, there
were clearly labelled signs which told the per-
son which one would get him to the V5pn Y.
The same applies spiritually in our own search
for the city of refuge i.e. Torah. Besides for the
path to Torah being an easy one, Hashem acts
as that street sign and points us in the direc-
tion which will bring us to where we want to
go. Hashem gave every single person the pow-
er of free will and the ability to make his own
decisions. As a result, a person is unfortunate-
ly able to make choices that will eventually
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harm him. Therefore Hashem points every
Jew in the right direction and shows him
which way will lead him to true “life”. As Ha-
shem tells us in the Torah, “And you shall
choose life”.

Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai said re-

garding himself that he is uncertain in

which direction he will be taken, upon
arriving in the world to come. If a Tzadik like
himself expressed his uncertainty regarding
his destination, all the more so we must con-
stantly follow the signs Hashem places in
front of us in order to ensure we end up where
we are supposed to be.

In order to receive direction from Ha-
shem, it is important that the person
himself goes out and acts as a source of
direction for others that are having trouble
finding their way. He must show the lost peo-
ple the way to find the vVOpn Py, and explain
to them the importance of following the cor-
rect path. Through assisting others who are
struggling to find their way to the correct des-

tination, Hashem will assist him to remain on
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the proper path.

A person may think that if he travels

out to the forks in the roads, where peo-

ple are confused and lost, he may even-
tually become lost himself. The Rebbe explains
that specifically through going to those places
will a person accomplish what he has to, and
therefore has nothing to worry about. As the
Baal Shem Tov said: “A Neshomo comes down
to this world for seventy or eighty years just in
order to do a favour for a Jew in a physical
matter, and more specifically in a spiritual
matter”. It is therefore worthwhile for him to
stand in that “dangerous” place, in order that
he will show even just one Jew the holy &
righteous path of Torah.

Just as a street sign is there doing its
job regardless of whether someone is
there to read it, every person must go
out and act as a sign, even if he is unsure
whether anybody is actually listening to what
he is saying, or getting affected by it. He is not
swayed at all, and he stands by his post and is
dedicated to his mission of showing the way to
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Torah. Since he remains committed to ful-
filling his mission, Hashem then shows him
the way to make the correct decisions and
overcome struggles he may come across. Alt-
hough he is still struggling with his Yetzer Ho-
ro, and has a long way to go until he reaches
“perfection”, because of his commitment to
help others, Hashem assists him in finding his
way.

The difference between the Baal Shem

Tov and the other great leaders of his

time was in the way they approached
reaching out to their fellow Jews. While most
of the leaders would wait for Jews to come to
them seeking direction, the Baal Shem Tov
would not wait for them to come, but rather
travel to them and assist them in their service
of Hashem. The same would apply in the case
of a Jew being a sign. A regular sign is only
useful if the person which is lost actually pass-
es by and is able to read what it says. The Reb-
be informs us that we must be “living signs”
that actually approach those requiring direc-
tion, and not wait for them to come to us. We
must be alive, warm and excited about the
unique task that was placed upon us. As soon
as we notice that there is someone that needs
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help finding the V5pn Y, we must run over to
them and show them where to find it.

This is the special mission of the stu-

dents in Yeshiva, to go out and find the

people that may not even know how to
find the sign or how to read it. They must be
proactive in finding those Jews and showing
them the way to refuge. They must be signs
that are “alive” and excited, that go out and
show every person the proper way to the 7y
voPN.

The Rebbe now tells a story illus-

trating the idea of affecting people

beyond your expectations. There
was a certain conservative Rabbi who was in
770 for a Farbrengen. He didn’t turn into a
Chossid from it, but he was deeply affected
and impressed. When the Rabbi went back to
the school which he worked in, he excitedly
told the students there about the concept of
“Chassidim”.

unique mannerisms: They learn before they

He explained some of their

pray, then they pray for a very long time, then
they learn even more, and only after all this
will they have some juice. The children could-
n’t believe that such people actually still exist-
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ed and they were certain that he was talking long beard, the children began to ask all sorts

about some piece of history. The Rabbi was of questions regarding Chassidim and the way
thinking of ways to persuade the children that they act etc. The children were so excited that
such people actually do exist, so he asked a when they came home they passionately told
friend of his who was a Chossid to pay a visit their parents about their unique encounter in
to his classroom. He told the Chossid that he school. Which led them to ask questions to
doesn’t have to do anything specific, but simp- their parents regarding Yiddeshkeit. . .

ly be there. When the Chossid came in, with a
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Notes & Feedback: a

Homes ............... Wwn™1 | Andsoon .. (worn ik =) JLR.X Translations. . .1'wD™D
Parents Nuv7y | Whether

............................... ¥
Inquire.............. e | EEIR itz biny7
Byday................ axpm1 | Observe ........... DOXILXI

With excitement .. m7unninon | Appeared .......... DX D717



IXONT PR3 NIRRT W Pa
WIBYY T W LYN ayT IMT
OONT DWND IDNR UVR YRIRA 0T
RT TR OJUIRT ORM VLI IR PR
9T PR OTIR DD OORN YN X
bybns ¥ MY ORT LT YPY
LD BYT TNT KPIT QN YN
PS5 OXN TPEN BYT ONR W

LR AR

YT IR VAR L5 Ym ANR LT
TIRT M OOROONT WHWIYANNX
WY TR POX W o e 1
92D T — 772pn SW T MK
L0

9D YT MR PUNONIR M YN
TR VMDY Oy RN DT nw
VYT OWORYN PRV 1OMM X
TR ST IX X AIRT I P R
oI DO LuhPn uhpn W
U5PR P LD DKM BT LYY
4T SR1 D LOPN R OR O IUINT
TUONY T R ORN YW BYT 1D
DIPWY O VO3 UM LT AWPM Aty
B0 ORM UMY WPPS WT PR
JITARY DWW PR

DX YARIDMR IR R ORT X
PYLYPYNR OYIOR 7TV MK LIS
=P PR D997 DYIE R AR T
SN APN T IOMN 05PN uhen Yy

KON 00 (14
JIRT 3IPY? PYIY R W ORINT NI (1S
JA59 7MY TR DMIBKAT DD W

}
Gle



which leads to "X b0 DX

doom and destruction”. ........... TN 7IRY
Andthisis . ...... ... . ... ... . ... X DXT 1IN
atask . ... .. VIXANIX X
which is lies N'X D17 DX
ON eVery Person, .. ................ DYIX 1TV
toplacehimself............... 17T 17VDW7UTIN
at the forkintheroad ........ DT NIWIA X "IN
andscream .......... ... VMY IR
“Miklat Miklat” . ................. D7{7n V77N
(and) showtheway ................ pAVAY n B [l
where one mustgo. ........ 12 NIXT VN T'IRT

And although through this ... DyT7WT X DA TIX

he will find himself, .. ... ... .. 1VI1'nY1 7T Y DU
the entiretime, ................. DY UXINI T
atthe forkintheroad, ........ D17 W10 1A"IX
inaplace ....... ... ... L DIX N T'X
thatthere........................ 1DIXT DX
there is a way/option.............. AU R XT TR
whichalsoleads ............... TIX DI'N DX
totheleftside .............. DT 77 T '

(he is in danger himself),

he should not be D1V 7RT
worried/effected,................. 1nun 7ynni
because specifically X717 DR
throughthis....................... QUT 1T
hefulfils....................... D'IX 1V DI

the mission which DX11 77071 DYT
isuponhim..................... DX "X L7

Butifhewants .............. AVIN 711V IR
thatHashem ... ........... ADWIVITR WT X
shouldshowhim................. 10711 DX 7XT
wheretogo, ......... ... ... ... .. 1721 1R
he must himself .................. 17XV 1IN
alsodothesame, ................ IR XD TN

in the same manner as Hashem, . n"ayn 7w 1nTn

measure for measure. ........... NN 1112 171N
He mustgoout ............... I™ADR TIN YN
to where the road divides, .. DT WINWT NN

where there are Jews standing . 1'% JubW DV 1X11

anddonotknow ................. D110 IR
towhichsidetogo......... 12 1¥ DT WDV 'R
He mustgotothem ......... TTIX 1A NOXT VN
andyell ... ... . VMY IX
“Miklat Miklat (refuge refuge), . . . ... D7{7n V77N
gototherightside ........... DT 1LV DIX )
which leads to refuge, . . . .. .. D7{7N 17 DN DR
thereis arefuge there......... D7{7N X TR JDINT
from the ‘redeemer of the blood’ . . . . DT 7X12 117
(the one that wants to harm you),

fromtheSatan .................. 1Y DYUT 11
which comes down TR DX
toinciteonetosin................. 1oon T
and then goes up to prosecute, .. ... DN 71V
don’t go, Chas V'sholom, ...... D17wW1 DN L1 LM
inthe leftside .............. DT 77 T 'R



What if a person is unsure whether
anyone is actually listening to him?

'
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What was the difference between the Baal Shem Tov and other
great leaders of the time regarding reaching out to other Jews?

How does this affect
our job as street signs?




Test Your Knowledge

What do we learn from the fact
that the V5pn »y had signs?

How do we become deserving
for Hashem to direct us in life?

What if a person is afraid to go to
the places where people are lost?




SACKZBASICS

seeing the Parsha like the Rebbe does
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