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A MESSAGE
T0 GAN YISROEL

In the summer of 1957 the Rebbe took one of his only trips out-
side of Crown Heights to visit the children in Camp Gan Yisroel.
This Sicha is what the Rebbe told the children.
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Classic Concepts

“We find ourselves now in the days of

Yud Beis and Yud Gimmel Tammuz (like

we see by the laws of Havdalah, that it
carries on for three days after Shabbos), the
days on which the previous Rebbe was freed
from jail after being arrested for spreading
Yiddeshkeit in communist Russia. Notwith-
standing all of the difficulties, the Rebbe con-
tinued with his holy work and in the end, he
was victorious over his oppressors. This serves
as a lesson to every single one of us, that we
must stand strong in our learning of the Torah
and our observance of the Mitzvos. Even when
different difficulties may come our way, we
must remain string and ultimately, we too will

Not stop us ... 17ybwAX D1 TIIX

be victorious.

“Amongst the different things that

the Previous Rebbe taught us at differ-

ent opportunities, there are many of
them that are connected to children. I would
like to mention a few of them. This camp is
called “Gan Yisroel”. Yisroel is the name by
which all Jews are called. Also, Yisroel was the
name of the first person who revealed the
teachings of Chassidus. Ghis name was Yisroel
and later became famous as The Baal Shem
Tov. The Rebbe once told over that when the
Baal Shem Tov was a small child of five years
old his father told him ‘My child, you should
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Classic Concepts

not have for anyone besides for Hashem. You
should love every Jew with the entire flame of
your Neshomo, whoever he may be and how-
ever he may be.” The Baal Shem Tov spent his
entire life doing his holy work inspired by
these two teachings of fear of Hashem and
love of fellow Jews. Since the Rebbe told this
over to us, it obviously contains a message for
everyone, especially children. These two teach-
ings that the Baal Shem Tov lived by must be
the light that shows us how to live our lives.

“Some people may ask ‘Being that we

are so small, how is it possible not to

have fear for anything?’ There is a say-
ing of the Maggid of Mezritch that will help us
answer this. The Maggid explained that a fa-
ther who loves his child will lower himself
down to the child’s level in order to express his
love, even though he is much smarter than the
child. He does this so that his child will also be
able to understand that he loves him. The
same thing, explained the Maggid, is by
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Hashem’s love for the Jewish people. Alt-
hough Hashem is infinitely greater than the
Jewish people, he brings himself down to their
level in order to provide for them all of thei
physical needs, however small they may be.
And he guards them from everything. From
here we see that there is nothing to fear at all.

“Being Hashem'’s child, a person may

think highly of himself. He may say

‘Since I am the child of such a great G-d,
I can act however I want and Hashem will for-
give me.” In order to answer this, the previous
Rebbe told over a teaching from the Alter Reb-
be who was the first person to reveal the Chas-
sidus of Chabad. One time a grandchild of the
Alter Rebbe posed a question to him. He asked
‘Why does the word N3P (when Hashem
called to Moshe) have a small letter Alef?’ the
Alter Rebbe answered ‘Jewish people have nat-
ural advantages, especially Moshe Rabeinu.
Nevertheless, he thought of himself as small
and that is why he merited to such great lev-
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Classic Concepts

els. He merited to be the one to receive the
Torah. He was also the one who took the Jew-
ish people out of Mitzrayim. And he will be the
one who will take the Jewish people out of this
exile. This is a lesson to every Jew. Every Jew
must think of himself as small and do every-
thing Hashem demands of him, regardless of
whether he finds pleasure in it or not. If it is
something that Hashem told us to do, certain-
ly it is to our benefit to fulfill it.

“But, there is always the Yetzer Hora

who constantly tries to disrupt our ser-

vice of Hashem. For this, the Rebbe gave
us advice from the Mitteler Rebbe. The advice
he gave was that in order to easily overcome
the Yetzer Hora, one should speak over his is-
sues with another Jew. Whether a friend, a
counselor or a teacher. He should speak about
the struggles he has with the Yetzer Hora. This
cause it to be two Yetzer Tovs against one Yet-
zer Hora, and surely two will be victorious

Eating .................. 1oV | Atleast .......... DILD7' 1"
Drinking ............. W71 | Thecontent .. ... DX DYT
Sleeping .............. 1ax7w | With his small ymtom | Then ..o v
Playing ............ 170w | grandchildren . IR77 R VM7 | Two. Ll my
That consists .. .. pmpbwx1oxn | Howeverbusy — JunminMxa My | You certainly know 1xT o &
Conducting one’s self 77 11"nAmx he may have been WIVADMTX | Eight ... [Pl
ey B 0 Wo.uld ................ 12v72 Against . ............ JVT7DIN
remember.......... wizwtua | GO AR One should 7XT1UN
Fouryearsold...... pyxNyn | TeSte. NVIMKXQ | be worthy/deserving .. 17 DWW
Gave ................ oy | CUERIE cosoniiieionionss "X | Receive............. VI
Twoeyes........... PR MY G.rant us from you xRN @) Aforementioned.. YDINMYTIIX (]
Toys ... DV7¥RY TSl Ot CISETeIIS) ey Gaveus........... 12VIVA TR
and knowledge . . .. .. nyT
CREIEE ceoeecns e PYITWITIX | ghould give us ....J11VaTIX 7XT A5.800000000000005d 000 by
He should look . .. .. WWW7XT | claverness DOXENTT Should give him ... j12ua DX 7x7
With the WITON | Tha purpose N Mustseetoit ... .. VT VN MIXT
lefteye ........... PIRWINT | nfife vy px | Know the DuT oM
The right eye .. 2X DOV WT Explained ......... DWW translation ............ woTD
GO .ot 1" | Must establish XD I Thewords......... DI T
Higher and XDV | for himself . ... ... .. fwow Tt | Or ..o TN
Higher................ WY Thatis higher ... vt oxn  Still very young. . . . 177 W1 X1

over one.

(The Rebbe instructed that the children should
sing Ani Maamin and then continued)

“In order that we should be worthy of

receiving all of the aforementioned, we

were given the Mitzvah of Davening.
During Davening a Jew asks Hashem for eve-
rything he needs. This is why it is so important
to know the translation of the words of
Davening or at least (for thise who are young-
er) the general content of what is being said.
Like the previous Rebbe told over about his
great grandfather, the Tzemach Tzedek, that
he would instruct the teacher of his young
grandchildren to teach them the meaning of
the words of Davening. And however busy he
was, once a month he would test his grandchil-
dren to make sure they understood what they
were saying in Davening.
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Classic Concepts

“In Shmone Esrei, which is the main

part of Davening, we ask Hashem to

grant us knowledge and wisdom. When
a person is smart, he is able to understand
what the purpose of his life is. The previous
Rebbe said that his grandfather, the Rebbe
Maharash, explained to his children that every
Jew must establish for himself a purpose in
his life. A purpose that higher than eating,
drinking, sleeping and playing. A purpose that
consists of acting in a way that Hashem wants.

“There is another thing that we must

constantly remember. The previous Reb-

be’s father, the Rebbe Rashab, told the
previous Rebbe when he was a child of four
years old that Hashem gave people two eyes.
This is so that they can look at their toys and
their candies with the left eye (disdain), and at
other Jews with the right eye, only seeing the
good. All of this gives the power to behave
properly and grow higher and higher. Through

Toward ............. 12Vi70IX | This later

We raised . DUTNYTXIIVA JAXT "N

They are worthy .. vayn it | Grow ..........

Soldiers.......... DIVWITTIRD
Inourtimes. ... DX VWIMKRTR | Erit

You should

Go out with you 7"X b'n 1"10"X

causes . .........

Change for the better. a1myova

constantly grow 107x1 'R D7
Very quickly .. ..
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this, everyone will have Nachas from you, es-
pecially your parents and teachers.

“The Torah tells us that a person is

like a tree. We find by a tree that every

change for the better that is made in the
kernel has lasting effects on the tree as it
grows, that it should grow better. The same
applies by a person. Every good thing that a
child does when he is younger has tremendous
effects on his entire life, especially if it is
something big when he is younger. Hashem
should grant you all with success in going in
the ways of everything that was just men-
tioned. You should continue to grow higher
and higher and very soon we should be able to
go out to Moshiach and say “look at who we
have raised”. These are the children that we
raised and they are worthy of being
Moshiach’s soldiers. And he will come very
soon and take us out of this exile and lead us
to the ultimate redemption. Amein.
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Getting Started

A selected section of the Sicha with a linear translation § Translations. . .]'wD"D
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The Mitteler Rebbe?

The Tzemach Tzedek?

The Rebbe Maharash?

The Rebbe Rashab?




Test Your Knowledge

was taught from:

The Baal Shem Tov?

The Maggid?

The Alter Rebbe?







Notes & Feedback:
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