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Seeing The Parsha The
Way The Rebbe Does
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(fThis week’s Parsha tem
us of the different inter-
esting phrases Bilam
used to describe the
Jewish nation. Amongst

them, is the Possuk °3"
Myam) URIR 2NN WX

"R - From their
beginning, | see them as
mountain peaks and |
behold them as hills".
The Medrash explains
that this Possuk is refer-
ring to our forefathers.
“Mountains” are referring
to the fathers, Avraham,
Yitzchok and Yakov, and
“Hills" are referring to
the mothers, Sara, Riv-
kah, Rochel and Leah.
Bilam was saying that the
Jewish  people come
from ancestors that are
compared to
“mountains” and "hills".

2. Bilam was a descend-
ant of Lavan, and was
coming to retract a mis-
take his ancestor had
made. Lavan also made a
statement regarding the
Jewish people and where
they come from. Lavan
said

12 "1 "2 mian” \

'YONL
TRANSLATIONS

VO”0 VIRN WO”Y VIRN
One thatwres- oy paxnni | From their begin-
tles with some L. 5Mn ning, | seethem Q1% WX
one dirty, becomes dirty like him |~ 9> rgé);lgtaln TRIR
For a brief
moment nbp nyw" And | behold iahhvmbYa)]
: I time | them as hills MWK
orasmall time
have deserted 10 9312 ltisreferringto 5" oy v
ou TnaY
y The sound of 7 by
Go out from 1DV my beloved '
there 107X ipDI
T Sk'%)(')nugngiirsthe 0™ Yy a9
And becomes VIV IR
separated D1 R Jumping over 2y yopn
Forashort  Y¥Mp X 9IX the hills My
amount of time vy Came VPRVWYYA
Healthy mind  x»an %ow At least 0°1p 9o by
To tear himself From his
9 9 9 9 9
away TTTO7IEOR descendants oM RYTY
Aloss thatnever nPRw n72ax | The daughters \
12 N2
comes back nann are my daughters 13 mian
, VIYOPYT And the sons . .
Clearly explained 157'71’230’1}1 are My sons 12 0°12
Dependson T LTRDIRD Inorder 7031 IR TX
to nullify 17
Go out from 730777
there 1D Needed to have 7axR7 VOIRTYA
Onethatsays “l  21wxy xwnx [ H3s some sort R DR
will sin and then PRY offoundation 70> o1IY3
do T'shuvah” we don't give the Inserted VOYLWYIITIX
opportunity to return The meaning 1 1y
Push his way in D101 PNl
J ' Has to do IRV 13 LT J

“The daughters are my

daughters and the sons are my sons”. He was claiming that the Jewish people are alsoh\is
children and have a connection to him. For this reason, a descendant of his had to
make it clear that this claim is incorrect and false, and the Jewish people are only
connected to their holy forefathers.
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CONCEPTS
@f the Torah found itA

important to have La-
van's statement refuted,
we must say that there is
room to believe that it
was accurate. If Lavan's
claim was truly baseless,
it would have been com-
pletely unnecessary to
disprove it. We must now
understand what Lavan
was indeed trying to say,
and the reason the Torah
considers it to be untrue.

4.lavan made a very
simple calculation. Alt-
hough the Jews are a ho-
ly people with a holy
mission, it is inevitable
that certain parts of their
day will be spent in regu-
lar physical activity. They
will go to work, eat food,
go to sleep, and involve
themselves in all other
necessary activities in or-
der to function as normal
human beings. Lavan
was claiming that it may
be true that while a Jew

shem he is directly con-
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YO0 VINN
The “clothing” of P —
this physical —

world '
Not enough MIVA V1)
Although WURD
For the sake of nEbANY
To serve VTN
He will QR VYN
gain mpI
Butin X IVaXR
thattime v vy
Just like 1 MR
A non-Jew TR PP L

One must know  Jo™17 (¥ 7IXT

Belong LIV
One makes DORM Ty
Guardrail apyn
, DRI YN N
Like w
ke we spoke .
Goes out 01X V™)
. T VIV
Itis felt then L
X UIRNYT
Itself XD
There is TRIXD

WO»Y

Since

Must
come onto

That moment

You tear
yourself away

if
In order
There is

Therefore he is
involved

Then
Itself
until
An open eye
Saw
One claims
One must
Prepare

Matters of
business

Furthermore

And Hashem will

bless you in all
the work you do
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is involved in serving Ha- \kEvery Person IR T

nected to his forefathers and he “belongs” to them, but during the other times, the timeﬁ
when a Jew is forced to deal with the “real world”, he no longer has that connection. “During
those times”, Lavan claimed, “they are my children”. During the times that a Jew is not directly
involved in the spiritual service of Hashem, he is temporarily removing himself from that
union and associating himself with “Lavan”.

5. Furthermore, those moments that a Jew removes himself from the confines of his
spiritual service would have an impact on the times when he is serving his creator.
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(g the case, if a Jew B\  (EIRUICIA0) VIR WH»Y VI
disconnecting  himself, :
even for a small portion To connect [°193ann leeé\i/\lflee)dex_ ijbpjyj "9
of his day, the implica- VD7 DXT . P
tions will not be limited This means o All things JORT YOX
to that specific period in While standing  prny»ow In all your ways 271 933
time, but they will nega- b you should know R~
\ ,
tively affect all other It should be felt 1IwmIX 1 2X1] Him (Hashem)
times as well. This all was It means oY LITN Also TIR
the claim of Lavan “The Both »D His human 50w 71
daughters are my daugh- he Cl intellect MWIIR
ters and the sons are m The G-dly amn2 -
; Y intention nPpoR Like we ORI 192N
sons-. discussed VIVIVI
Because bad)
6. The distinction Lavan . ' ltmust be 71 IRT 0V
made between the time Ue isfulfilling O TTOPD | The fiftieth gate 171 WIM

a Jew is involved in spirit-

uality and the time spent \
on physicality, may seem to be a fair assumption, but in reality, it is far from the truth. When a
Jew is involved in any form of physical activity, so long as he is aware of what the purpose is, that
action in itself is a form of serving Hashem. A Jew must constantly remind himself that the only
reason why he is preforming any sort of physical action is in order to fulfil Hashem's desire to
create a dwelling place for him in this physical world. With that intention in mind, not only will
his connection with Hashem not suffer, but it will actually be strengthened. This is why Bilam said
that the Jewish people are always connected and belong to their holy forefathers, since even
their physical actions, which Lavan believed belonged to him, are filled with the intention of
serving Hashem.

7. When a Jew goes out into the physical world he must affix “guardrails” to ensure his safety. He
must create lines that he will never cross under any circumstances. Once he does this, he can be
certain that he will be able to deal with the physical world without losing focus of what he is try-
ing to accomplish. The Avos were compared to a Merkava-a wagon, which only acts based on
the desires of the wagon driver and has no wishes of its own. We must follow in their footsteps
and be certain that every single action, including the physical ones, is for the right purpose.

8. This also applies when one is immersing himself in the study of Torah. A person must be care-
ful while learning to never forget about the holiness of that which he is trying to understand. Of

course his goal must be to truly comprehend the concepts he is learning, but at the
same time he must never lose the feeling for the G-dliness which is contained inside.
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SHOW OFF YOUR
KNOWLEDGE!

1. WHAT was Lavan’s claim regarding the Jewish people?

2. WHAT did Bilam say to refute that claim?

3. WHY was Lavan wrong?

&. HOW does this apply to Torah learning?
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