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munn

L5 vaur birthaday. You walk into waur

Bedroarm and gise & r'r'lﬂ.g_l'lifii'.“&r'lt. color-

fully wrapped, rectangular gift an your
bed. A label hangs off a litthe 2uing and
sps “Happry Birthday! Froem Mummy and
Tatty" Wioead What & suiprise! The gift is 2o
big!

You carefully urweag the present, and
peak Inside, What do pyou see? t's a
scooter! With lights that go on when you
ricde it They are the coolest thing around
these days. Evervone has them...

Wi run down the stais grasping your gift
tightly urdler your arm. Into the kitchen
you run, and thare stands vour mathear
with her hands full of dough, with 3 Brogdd
smile pasted on her face, You gree hera
huge hug and thank her sa much for the
wionderful, big gift

Why are you 5o excited? Because it's such
a large, expensive present. if it was just a

small, plastic, cheap watch, you probably
wouldn't be so excited. Right?

W all ke big things. We ke getting

the best, most expendive sverything. OF
courss, the bigper the gift, the rmore grati-
tude e v

But could it ke that sometinnes the small-
er things are more waluakle? Could it be
that sometirnes the perscn you ane gving
a gift to will appreciate something small-
er? That sounds ndculous, Aght? Mayie,

if wee look into this week's Parsha, we will
actually lmarn something special about
gwing smaller gifts.

In the past few weeks we spent a lot of
time talking abaut the Mishkon that the
¥idden built for Hashern. That's really nice
and all, but what did the Yidden actually
do inside the Mishkan? Something’s got
to be happening in thene, Mo? Well, that's
wihat this weeek's Parsha is all about: the
Korbonos that the Yidden would offer up
in the Mishkon.

Let's g inlie & tirme machine and go back
in Lirme, [0 the 40 years that the Yidden
were in the Midbor....

Cne day, vou wake up and decide you
wiant to get closer to Heshem. You've had
sorme rough times recently and you feel
vour connection with Hashem could do
wiith a it of & boost.

S0 vo step out of wour tent and go into
your desest garden There's no lush trees
or perfecth trimmed bushes, Just a ton of
animals. ¥ou take & walk betwaen themn,
inspecting each and evary animal till you
fired the Bast one. Ah, this will be the one
for Hashemil

Wy do you pick the best one? Because,

you remember when you were i Yeshiva
the other day with Moshe Rabbeinu, that
he told pou that you are always supposed

||| ||.-| r||




to ghve the best of everything to Hashem.
Ard anywsy's, it just Mmakes serse to do it
that way. When you give a gift to some-
one i order b make himn haposy, you
atways give the bast,

But what if, you're not 50 nch and ani-
mals are way beyvond your budget? What
shoukd you then? The Torah says, "Mo
wornes, you can bring a bird instead.” You
see, if you go to the market, you'll find
that bircts are 50 much cheapar than regu-
lar animals. [ Just a fittle harder to catch.
Quick, go bring your ladderd]

A Then theme's The really, really pood
prescgaba, Theay reec To S sary peEnry
they can for their basic needs like plain
B mnd watern What happend iF Theay
wanl to bring & Korban 1o Hashern? Why
should they lose out, just because they
can'l afford a sheep or & bird?

Aaain, Torah has a solution for them
Bring a meal-offenng. That s, saome graen,
gil and Spices mised in a bowl and Baked
Into & cake. Perfiect for those with less
rmoney to spend!

50 that's the beasic deal with Kosbonos,
Three types, Animals, bards and if you re-
ally cant afford mach, you can baing gram
Calkas,

Remember we mentioned befone that
Torah says one should always gve from
the best? That Din is actually from a Pos-
suk in this week's Parsha too. | sayvs "
‘m13n°, that all the choice and best stuff
shoukd be given to Hashem

Al guess where the Bamibam brings this
Halocha that says youw should only bring
the bast stuff for Hashemn? Unbelievably
he mentiors this idea by the grain cake
offering, Yes, that cheap stuff that the
poor man brings. He says, that although
ore can use any cil for the grain cakes,
still one should try to go out of hinrsalf
and yse the best oll, even if it 15 a bit
more exgensive and difficult for him to
obtain,

Then the Rambam goes on to say that
the same & true by other mitzwos too.
Cnie should ateays give from the best
that one has far all the good things that
we do for Hashemn. For example if we

are: buikding & shul we shoulc rminke it
fancy and beautiful. If we are giving one's
clothes to dress the poor we should give
our best clothes to dress them and when
we sponsor the bookcase for a Yeshiva or
Beis Hamedrash we should only get the
nicast and most beautiful bookcrses!

How strangse! Why would the Rambam
teach us the idea about giving the nicest
sTuff o Hashern By the pasor man's Kor-
ban? Afver all, even if he does use the best
oil, it's still just gaing to be a simple cake!
Mt wiany &s conl and dassy &t s bind o a
fice, healthy sheap?|

Thank of teo puys who come nto Shul on
Sukkos with thewr Esrogirn. One man is
wealthy and has a perfect greenish-yvellow
Esrag, without ary spots or blernishes at
all. The ather man who struggles finan-
clally has quite a nke Esrog, but nothing




like the wealthy man's one. Which one s
maone special to be used as a Mitzea, to
semvie Hashemn? Obwioushy the weatt by
man's one, no?

Ard even if you'll kell me that the pooe
man put just a5 much efort inta buy-
ing his Esnog as the wealthy guny, still, 17
adrmit that the poor man's Esrog isn't
worse than the wealthy persons Esrag,
but would | say that it"s better than the
wealthy man's one?l Of course not!

S0 why does the Rambarm decide to
choose to teach the Oin of giving one's
b=l Ak & Korban by the sirmpla cakes of &
poar rman and ot by the anirmals af Tha
wealthy person?

In crdes Lo arswer this questicn, we will go
back and discuss what a Hoan does and
howe it achiewes it. We menticned before
that the reasen someone would biing &
Kizrban k= 1o strengthen his conmectlon
with Hashem, and 1o oome closer to him.
In fact, the word g coemes from the wond
aref, which means coming Close!

But the question is, how does buying an
animal (or bird or cake) and bringing it to
the Bels Hamikdosh make one Coser to
Hashem? It's just an animal, bird or Cake?
How's that poing to bring you cose to
Hashim !

When one brings a Korban to Hashem,
he s giving from himself to Hashem
How? Imagineg, if you worked really hard
helping your neighbor wash his car and
clean his garden, and he gave you some

rmorey. You then bought a foctoall with
the money, The nest day, bafone you even
had a change (o plany valth i, you heand
that your friend Isn't well, and you decicle
to gree him the football a5 & gift, to make
hirn feed better, it woukd be very dfficult
for you to do so. Right? It feels almost as
though you ane gving from yoursalfl You
worked the whole afternoon to get that
fontiball and know you ane giving it away!
Just like that!

The same is true, when a ¥id brings a
Korban, from an animal, bird or from his
grain, which he worked very, vary haed forf
He s giving from Himself to Hashem and
that baings him closer to Him.

Here's wiwara the differance Babyaen the

" altiv” Korban and the “poor Kor-

ban comes in. Let's go back to those two
Yidder in the Skl with their Esmgim.
Thouwgh bath of thern may have gone out
of themselves the =ame amount, still the
wiesalthy rman in & way el mdone Salisfsc-
tian frarm it Think about how be miost feed
when he walks into Shul with a perfect
Esrog! Other peogle will “ool™ and “al®
abaut his Esrog. Theyll pat hirm on his
back and give him loads of respect for it!
He= will als el good with hirmsel, that ke
vl Akl 0o serae Hasharm wall ardd that
he is a good person.

The poorer rman however, puts all his sav-
Ings into Buying the Esroa and after all
thal he nesertheless still has hittle pride
of happiness with Hirmsedl. 1t is anby for
Hashem that he |5 doing it!!




That = why the idaa of giving one’s bast
to Hashem is said by the Rambam re-
garding the poor man's grain offenng,
singe he trudy is gn.'ing_ frorm hirmsalf amd
his best. without having ary gain and
berexfit from it hirres|f

Toke wwrny

The same 15 true by us oo, In general we
like doing big things for others. We feel
much happier with ourselwes when we do
big things for others when we will get rec-
ognised for what we have done, The truth
howeer is that often the most powerful
things are the smaller ones. Just giving a
srile of @ cormnpliment to a friend, to bring
@ srmikz to his fale, Claaning up your rosem
when your mother asks pou too, Making
Brachos before everything you eat. Even

though thesa things may seem 5o small
ancl you won't have cnonwds of people ad-
riring what you did revertheless they ae
often the most important, It shows most
hiowe you much you given cver to your
Friends, parents and Hashern!

50 the et time wou get an apportunity
to do something for Hasherm or for an-
other Yid, something small, which doesnt
seem 50 exciting, prab the cppartunity
with both hands! That s where it makes
the biggest difference! That is the best
Korban for Hashem!|




In this week's Parsha, we discuss the that
the Yidden would bring to Hashem in the Mishkon. If a
Yid wanted to bring himself closer to Hashem, he would
offer up a Korban.

The Torah tells us that there are three kinds of voluntary
Korbonos, one could bring to Hashem:

For those who were wealthier - An

For those who couldn't afford an animal = A bird.

For the really Yidden - A cake made from
grain.

Regarding the poor man's grain Korban, the Rambam
writes that although one may use any oil he wishes
when making it, nevertheless one should try to use the
best possible, being that it is being given to
Hashem,

From here we learn out that when one does any Mitzva,
he should try hard to give it his best and do the Mitzva
with the best materials possible. For example, one




should a beautiful Lulav and Esrog, build fancy
shuls and give the best of his clothes to dress the poor.

However, in this Rambam there is something very
difficult to understand. Why does he teach the law of
bringing the best for Korbonos from the poor man’s
Korban? Even if one were to make it with the best oil,
it still would be no better than a simple cake. That
does not compare at all to the wealthy man’s beautiful,
healthy | So why does the Rambam choose
to teach this Din by the poor man’s grain Korban?!

The answer is, the purpose of a Korban is that a Yid
should go out of himself and give to Hashem an
animal that he worked very hard for. When a wealthy
man brings a fancy animal to Hashem, he gets such
in the fact that he is doing the Mitzva so
well, that he isn't totally giving himself over to Hashemn.
On the other hand, the poor man doesn't get any credit
for his hard work to bring his grain Korban. It looks
simple and plain; nothing to be so proud of. Therefore it
i5 he who fulfills the purpose of the Korban completely.

That is why the Rambam teaches the lesson of giving
from one’s best to Hashem, from the poor man’s
Korban.




The same is with us and Hashem. We often are ready to
make very changes to come closer to Hashemn,
without focussing on the smaller improvements we
can make. The lesson we learn from this week’s Parsha
is that we should also focus on the small things, since
there we don't get any pride and we do it only for
. That is the best Korban we can possibly

give to Him!










